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MONHEGAN PROJECT WORRIES
LOCAL FISHERMEN, RESIDENTS
By Nancy Griffin
The Maine Aqua Ventus offshore pilot
wind power project to be sited off
Monhegan Island has passed muster
with the Maine Public Utilities
Commission (PUC) which paves the
way for the project to go forward.
But some residents of Monhegan and
mainland communities that will be
affected say the project hasn’t passed
muster with them. At least not yet.

UMaine’s VolturnUS test turbine has
been operating off Castine for nearly
a year. Photo courtesy of UMaine.

The PUC in a 2-1 vote on January 14
approved electricity rates and other
terms for the project, thus eliminating
one of the project’s hurdles. Now
Maine Aqua Ventus awaits a decision
in mid-May on whether the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) will
award a $46 million grant for its next
phase.
“If we are selected [by DOE] we can
complete the design and permitting
phase—we’ve already done 50
percent—and go through to the
construction phase,” said Jake Ward,
a vice president for Innovation and
Economic Development for the
University of Maine. The project, a
collaboration among the University
of Maine’s for-profit company
Maine Prime Technologies, Cianbro
Corporation and the energy company
Emera, is one of six competing for
three DOE Offshore Wind Advanced
Technology Demonstration Projects

REGION’S LOBSTERMEN MEET
FOR FIRST TIME ON P.E.I.
By Melissa Waterman
Lobstermen from the U.S. and
Canada have a lot to gain by working
together. After all, lobstermen on
both sides of the border catch the
same species, market their catches to
the same countries, and deal with the
same obstacles – weather, dropping
prices and ever-rising expenses -- in
their daily activities. Yet the struggles
of Maine and Maritime lobstermen
are often cast in the media as a
competition against the other. Thus
the two-day January meeting of
lobstermen from Canada and the
United States, organized by the
Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s
Association (PEIFA) and held on the
island, was precedent setting.
“Progress on addressing the issues
facing the lobster fishery will
require action on both sides of
the border,” said PEIFA president
Mike McGeoghegan. The meeting,

Continued on page 21

Lobstermen from throughout the
Maritime Provinces and Maine
attended a harvesters-only meeting
on P.E.I. in January. MLA photo.

which was open only to lobstermen,
was attended by fishermen from
Newfoundland,
the
Magdalen
Islands, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward Island. Maine
Lobstermen’s Association executive
director Patrice McCarron and MLA
board members David Cousens,
Jim Dow, Bobby Ingalls, and John
Williams traveled to PEI to take part
in the meeting.
Continued on page 18
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IT’S FORUM TIME!
By Melissa Waterman
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COASTAL OUTLOOK

It’s February and once again hundreds of New England fishermen,
scientists, environmentalists and resource managers will converge
for three days of seminars, workshops and camaraderie as
participants in the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. The 39th Forum will
take place from February 27 to March 1 at the Samoset Resort in
Rockport.

Thoughts from the MLCA president

One highlight of this year’s Fishermen’s Forum will be a talk by
Captain Keith Colburn from the Discovery Channel show “The
Deadliest Catch” at 1 p.m. on Thursday. Captain Colburn will be
talking about the differences between East and West coast fisheries.
This talk will serve as the kick off for the Forum on Thursday at 1
p.m.

MLA MEMBER PROFILE

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association will host an information
table at the “Deadliest Catch” talk to hand out information and
help fishermen with enrollment in a health insurance plan. With
implementation of the ACA in October, Maine’s fishermen and
their families have a new opportunity to gain health insurance
coverage at reasonable prices. The complexities of enrollment have
made many people delay applying for insurance. To help fishermen
get enrolled, the MLA will hold a workshop featuring experts and
insurance company representatives at 1:00 p.m. on Friday to walk
people through the online application process. The MLA is also
hosting an enrollment room with trained Navigators who will be to
assist fishermen in enrolling in a health plan throughout the Forum
weekend in the room above the Fitness Center.
Friday starts off with a lively topic: How to Catch Tourists. Presenters
will talk about ways in which fishermen can diversify their income
Continued on page 20
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

We’ve had a taste of a real Maine winter this season with
bitter cold days and sub-zero nights punctuated by a few
significant snowstorms. It’s a good time to stay indoors
and take stock of what this new year may bring.
Taking stock is what a gathering of Maine and Maritime
provinces lobstermen did in late January at a meeting
held on Prince Edward Island, Canada. Organized by
the Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association, the
meeting brought together dozens of lobstermen from both
sides of the border to discuss how to take advantage of
our common interests and work together to improve the
bottom line of harvesters in both countries. Landings’ lead
story this month gives an overview of the issues tackled
during this precedent-setting meeting.
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the project in January, clearing the way for a possible $46
million grant from the federal Department of Energy to
the University for the turbines. Fishermen and community
residents are concerned about the details of the project,
particularly where the electricity cables running from the
turbine to land will be sited. Landings gives an update on
the status of the University’s efforts and questions being
asked by fishing communities.
The new Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative gives its
perspective on the upcoming Seafood Expo North America
( formerly called the International Boston Seafood Show).
The new entity, funded through a fee on lobstermen and
seafood processors’ licenses, is being scrutinized carefully
by those in Maine’s lobster industry. As the article in
Landings shows, the MLMC plans to make a splash at the
March seafood show.

It’s also time for the Maine Fishermen’s Forum, when
fishermen from throughout Maine and New England join
scientists, resource managers, state and federal officials, And where would America be without innovation? The
and other stakeholders to discuss current fisheries issues. desire to build a better mousetrap is what has sparked
numerous
money-making
It’s a meet-and-greet weekend
ideas
throughout
this
highlighted by the Friday
country’s history. Now comes
night auction which supports
another one: creating oil
educational scholarships for
gear to fit lobsterwomen.
children from fishing families,
That’s right, one Stonington
a health clinic, and cooking
lobsterman is doing her
demonstrations. This year the
best to get gear makers like
Forum schedule is once again
Grundens to come up with
packed with informational
oil gear that actually fits a
seminars
about
issues
woman’s body. And, as her
facing Maine’s fishermen.
letter in this month’s Landings
In addition to holding its
notes, if the big companies
Annual meeting and other
won’t do it, she is quite likely
seminars, the MLA will be
to do it herself.
hosting a health insurance
enrollment room throughout
The MLA pages are filled with
the entire event, with trained
information and updates
Navigators available to help
about the various meetings
fishermen enroll in health
which have taken place and
insurance. Landings provides
policy issues affecting the
an overview of topics slated
Fishing women need oilskins that fit!
lobster industry. Landings
for discussion at the Forum,
Photo courtesy of Morgan Shepard.
features a guest column from
and a look at some of the other
Representative Mick Devin
events which will take place over the weekend.
about the bill under consideration in the Legislature to
We also continue our series on the Health of Lobstermen,
looking at the efforts of University of Southern Maine’s
School of Nursing to keep fishermen healthy. Fishing is
recognized as the second-most deadly occupation in the
United States (logging is the first). Many Maine fishermen
have no health insurance and often neglect even the most
basic of health testing, such as high blood pressure. The
School of Nursing is taking health care to them via the
Casco Bay Fishing and Islands Partnership.
Further north, the University of Maine is moving forward
with its proposed offshore wind turbine located in the
waters off Monhegan Island. The state’s Public Utilities
Commission approved the proposed electricity rate for

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
P.O. Box 315
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org

form a Commission to study ocean acidification.
Landings also features a story about Dr. Robert Steneck
from the University of Maine who has spent much of his
career diving beneath the water to study lobsters and other
species. In addition, this month we bring you an interview
conducted in 1974 with a young Monhegan lobsterman
that illustrates what it was like to be a lobsterman forty
years ago. We hope that you enjoy learning more about the
people, organizations and issues driving Maine’s lobster
industry. And we continue to welcome your ideas, letters
and comments.

MLCA fosters thriving coastal
communities and preserves
Maine’s lobstering heritage
Send your support to:
Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance | P.O. Box 315 | Kennebunk, Maine | 04043 | www.mlcalliance.org

MLCAlliance is a 501 (c) (3)
non-profit organization, established in 2010, which achieves
its charitable mission through
programs in education, research
and charity.

The MLCA invites you to support Maine’s
lobster industry. Donations of $25 or more
include a subscription to Landings.
Donation $
Please note amount. Check or credit card
accepted.
MLCA is a 501 (c) 3 non-proﬁt charitable
organization.
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City, State, Zip
Email
Phone
Credit Card #
Expiration

Security Code
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Guest
COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN: We need to know more about ocean acidification in Maine

by Rep. Mick Devin
Over the past few months you may
have heard about ocean acidification
and the legislation (LD 1602 Resolve,
Establishing the Commission To Study
the Effects of Ocean Acidification and
Its Potential Effects on Commercial
Shellfish Harvested and Grown along
the Maine Coast) submitted to study
it. It may have caused you to wonder
what ocean acidification is and how
it might affect you.
Ocean acidification (OA) is the
increase in the acidity of the ocean
over time, caused primarily by
the uptake of atmospheric carbon
dioxide (CO2). The carbon dioxide,
which results from fossil fuel use, is
leading to the formation of carbonic
acid thus making oceans more acidic.
Other factors related to human
activities, such as nutrient runoff
from the land, can also increase
the acidity of coastal waters. Ocean
acidification has driven the pH of the
ocean down 0.1 units, which doesn’t
sound like much but this corresponds
to a 30% increase in acidity. The
current rate of acidification is
estimated to be 10 to 100 times faster
than any time in the past 50 million
years.
Acidification is truly a silent killer.
We can’t see, smell or feel it. The
change that has occurred thus
far will not impact the health of
humans working in and around our
coastal waters. However, it is having
devastating impacts on the marine
environment; many commercially
valuable species are at risk. Given
Maine’s dependence on shellforming organisms (such as soft-shell
clams, lobsters, and mussels), getting
a handle on the impacts of OA on
these species is critical. It will enable
us to determine our vulnerability
and prepare coastal communities for
changes in ocean chemistry.
There is evidence OA is already
affecting our coast. Juvenile clams
in Maine flats are dissolving
and larvae are avoiding acidic

mudflats. In Casco Bay signs of
ocean acidification have been seen
in changes in the settlement and
growth of juvenile clams. An oyster
hatchery owner in midcoast Maine
strongly suspects his operation
has been affected by episodic
acidification due to increased runoff following heavy rainstorms. On
the West Coast, oyster hatcheries are
experiencing production losses: two
major hatcheries there experienced
60-80% losses in production in 20072008 due to acidifying ocean water.
Why is this an emergency in Maine?
Maine is more dependent upon its
marine resources than any other
state in the northeast. Over a billion
dollars of economic activity is at
risk. The top two fisheries in terms of
number of active harvesters (lobsters
and clams) provide more than 10,000
jobs. The Gulf of Maine has already
been identified by researchers
as being more susceptible to OA
than other regions on the eastern
seaboard.
Understanding the vulnerability of
the lobster industry to OA is critical. A
few initial studies have shown that
OA can affect both calcification and
behavior of crustaceans. For example,
some crabs have shown reduced
rates of foraging, due perhaps to
CO2 displacing O2 in their blood,
resulting in confusion and increased
time handling their prey. This may
also apply to lobsters. We just don’t
know. What we do know is if a crab
or lobster can’t feed effectively, it
can’t survive. Also, if they have to
expend more energy maintaining
their shells, they have less energy
for reproduction, growth, and stress
tolerance.
What can we do?
We can reduce polluted runoff
entering our bays. We can protect
seagrass beds, which absorb CO2,
and we can reseed our clam-flats
with clam shells, both of which
actions help mitigate acidification. If
we have a better understanding of the

REPORT DETAILS CLIMATE
CHANGE IMPACT ON FISHERIES
In January the Island Institute released A Climate of
Change: Climate Change and New England Fisheries,
Observations, Impacts, and Adaptation Strategies, a
report on the impact of climate change on New England
fisheries. In addition, the organization has produced a
video detailing the effects of climate change on Maine’s
lobster fishery.
The report highlights the effects that fishermen,
scientists, and managers across New England are
observing as the North Atlantic Ocean warms. The Gulf
of Maine has grown warmer and the behavior of fish and lobster is changing,
most notably the timing of the lobster molt. Migratory species are arriving
at odd times of the year. New species like black sea bass and sea horses
are being caught in nets and traps, some traditional species are no longer
present. The full report is available for download at www.islandinstitute.org/
climateofchange.

impacts on commercially important
marine species, coastal communities
can prepare for the future. There are
success stories out there: through
partnerships with industry and
researchers, oyster hatcheries in
Washington state have developed
protocols to protect their hatcheries
from ocean acidification.
Why and how will LD 1602 contribute
to the solution?
LD 1602 will establish a panel of
experts from all sectors of the marine
community to understand factors
driving ocean acidification and
then make recommendations to the
Legislature to create a policy which
will mitigate the impacts of ocean
acidification on commercial shellfish
beds and the shellfish aquaculture
industry. This is a low cost/low risk
solution to a major environmental
crisis.
One of the priorities of the
Commission will be to identify key
knowledge gaps with respect to OA,
including research needs, socioeconomic impacts and specific
mitigation approaches.
LD 1602 will also place Maine in
a leadership role as an advocate
for OA research and mitigation at
the federal level. OA is a growing
problem throughout New England.
Actions will be required at the federal

Rep. Mick Devin, D-Newcastle, is a
first-term legislator who serves on
the Marine Resources Committee.
He represents Bristol, Damariscotta,
Edgecomb, Newcastle, South Bristol
and Monhegan Island.

level. Because of the state’s close
association with the Gulf of Maine
marine resources, we should be the
lead state advocating for a better
understanding of OA.
The Commission is modeled after
one established in Washington
state. The panel will be made up of
commercial fishermen, scientists,
fishery managers, legislators and
other interested stakeholders. Maine
is poised to be a leader in addressing
ocean acidification. It’s an area that
needs strong leadership because it
affects so many of us.
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guest column: Maine lobster is a great brand

By David Goldberg
Published in the Bangor Daily News,
December, 2013. Reprinted with
permission.
It is said to have been on the table
at the first Thanksgiving. Later, as
the story goes, it was fare fit only
for prisoners. Later still, “Diamond
Jim” Brady, J.P. Morgan and Edward
VII relished it at Delmonico’s. The
extraordinary Maine lobster, crawling
around as it does in the cold, dark,
benthic depths, has had a wild ride
on the rollercoaster of consumer
sensibilities over the past 400 years.
And the thrill continues.
Homarus americanus (American
lobster) can be found from the midAtlantic to the Maritimes. A lobster
caught in Long Island Sound is
the same species as one caught in
Passamaquoddy Bay. Some claim this
makes it a commodity.
Hardly.
Let’s consider commodities for a
moment. A handful of keystrokes
into Google yield the following
definition: “A raw material or
primary agricultural product that
can be bought and sold, such as
copper or coffee.” This, of course, is
the perspective of the finance and
procurement professions — buyers,
traders and speculators.

We marketers have definitions,
too. We speak of products being
“differentiated” or having “unique
selling propositions.” We like things
that create “brand experiences.”
Commodities traders may buy and
sell coffee by the fungible freighterload, but when they pop down to
Starbucks for their mid-morning
pick-me-up, the comparative virtues
of Brazilian, Sumatran and Ethiopian
matter. Coffee, the commodity, is
transformed into an experience.

get excited. Be happy. It’s emotional
and automatic. There are few brands
anywhere that can do that.

A brand is only a brand when
consumers care enough to make it
one. But for the satisfaction we get
from experiencing Maine lobster —
in a roll, in the rough, at the beach
or in the backyard — it wouldn’t be a
brand. But it is. We care.

In 2012 Maine lobstermen caught
nearly 130 million pounds of them.
Maine lobstermen embody the very
spirit of Maine. The Maine brand,
the most distinctive and evocative
among American state brands, has
been nourished for decades on a
steady diet of lobster. The equation
is simple: Maine equals lobster, and
lobster equals Maine. But in a more
sophisticated way than Wisconsin
equals cheddar. Cheese is delicious
but definitely not the equivalent
epicurean delight of one of our
crustaceans.

Great brands also inherently make
strong promises. In the case of
Maine lobster, the promise is one of
immense gastronomic gratification.
It’s undeniable. That promise, made
to you when you watch a few go
from tank to bag, or when a waiter
describes the lobster special in fine
detail, is very powerful. As with
Pavlov’s dogs, the mere mention of
lobster induces a response.
Despite record catches and a
proliferation of distribution channels
(e.g., Walgreens), Maine lobster is an
idiosyncratic brand indelibly linked
to our state. Think Maine lobster, and

There’s a reason why we’ve never
heard of “New Jersey lobster” or
“Martha’s Vineyard lobster.” Maine’s
isn’t the only coastline producing
lobster, but no other place is naturally
synonymous with them. Do you hear
that, Connecticut? Maine is the
epicenter for lobsters and lobstering.
No lobster would ever admit to being
from any place else.

By the sheer emotional power of
the underlying product, Maine
lobster has achieved rare status
among brands, one of near-universal
awareness and significance. But that
is no longer enough. Maine lobster
must be actively managed and
stewarded like a brand.

David Goldberg is a partner at Kemp
Goldberg Partners, a full-service
advertising and public relations
agency based in Portland. He has
worked with a range of companies
from Maine-based small businesses to
Fortune 500 corporations.

We’re willing to pay $8 to eat it from a
cardboard container and $31 to have
it served over chive ricotta gnocchi
(name another food with that much
culinary swagger). How do we keep
this powerful brand relevant among
such a large and hugely variable
consumer base? How do we ensure
Maine gets the credit it deserves?
The answers to these questions are
the key to extracting more economic
value for Maine’s lobster industry.
Either we figure it out, or we’ll have to
shut our traps.

from the dock: Fishing women need the right work clothes
To the editor:

effective oil gear. Women are built
differently than men, we have curves
and hips and we’re frequently shorter
and lighter. It’s not safe to have gear
that can snag or catch while you
are working. Or that doesn’t keep
you warm and dry, especially in the
winter.

I’ve been a commercial fisherman
for nine years. I’ve gone lobstering
and dragging for urchins and sea
cucumbers. I’m the captain of my
own small lobster boat, the F/V Hello
Darlin’ and I also fish full-time aboard
the F/V Sure Thing out of Stonington,
Maine.
Over the years I’ve seen a tremendous
increase in the number of women
in the industry. There are women
working full-time on boats of every
size and in numerous different
fisheries. The industry as a whole
has many more women involved, not
only as captains and crew but also in
distribution, science, management
and the non-profit sector. An industry
that once was almost exclusively run
by men now includes a significant
number of women. We’re quick,
dependable and want to be there. As
we all know, good crew is hard to find;
finding crew that show up every day
and love the job is almost impossible.
Women typically don’t just happen
into the commercial fishing industry.
We are there because we want to be
and work hard for the opportunity.
For a number of years it’s been on my
mind that it would be great to have
oil gear that fits properly. I requested
photographs of women fishermen for

Fishing women at work. Photos
courtesy of Genevieve McDonald.

a project with the objective of creating
better fitting gear and the response
was overwhelming. I received over
300 submissions from all across
the Northeast, Canada, Alaska and
beyond. The photos feature women
lobstering, scalloping, gillnetting,
longlining and working in a diversity
of fisheries. More images come
in every day and I have immense
respect for all these hardworking and
tenacious women.
While working on this project, which
I’ve affectionately dubbed Chix Who
Fish, it’s become clear to me that
women share the same issues when
it comes to wanting functional and

The current designs can be
uncomfortable and bulky. In a job
where speed is a priority I do not
want my movement hindered. There
are styles that due to their ill-fit
some women simply go without (the
traditional button-down raincoat is
an example). The only foul weather
gear currently available specifically
for women is lighter-weight yachting
apparel; that doesn’t do the job
on a commercial fishing boat. We

work hard and deserve gear that
accommodates us too, heavy-duty
waterproof gear that can stand up
to hard use. It’s about function, not
fashion.
My original idea was to create a
persuasive photo-documentary and
send it to Grunden’s along with a
request for them to consider making
women’s sizes. Now the thought has
crossed my mind to create a brand
of my own. My firsthand knowledge
of the industry offers me a good
perspective and I think it would
be terrific to have a Maine-based
company develop this idea. Whether
myself or another interested party
takes it on, it’s a product there’s a need
for and a demand that currently isn’t
being met on the market. Hopefully
we can change that.
Genevieve Kurilec McDonald
Stonington, Maine

February 2014 | LANDINGS | Page 5

MLA MEMBER PROFILE:
By Sarah Paquette
For the McIntire family, fishing has
always been a family affair. Carl
“Sonny” McIntire, 74, of Cape Neddick
began lobstering with his father Carl
H. McIntire. His grandfather was a
lobsterman, as were all of his uncles.
“I started lobstering in the summers
when Iwas a young boy. My father
would pay me one cent for every
lobster claw I plugged. Of course back
then one cent was worth more than
it is now,” Sonny said. “I probably
started going out on the boat with
my father when I was five or so, then
started doing more on my own when
I was around twelve.”

“Sonny loves what he
does.... Not everyone
can say they truly love
their job.”

Though the McIntire family originates
from Small Point, just outside of Bath,
Sonny and his wife Alycia settled
in southern Maine with their three
sons. “There are still a lot of McIntires
in the Small Point area,” Alycia noted.
“And Wallaces and Gilliams. They are
all cousins to the McIntires,” Sonny
added. Sonny and his sons fish out
of Ogunquit and live on the York/
Cape Neddick town line. “It’s not an
easy place to fish. We have to cart
our lobsters away and our bait in,”
said Sonny. But that doesn’t stop him
from enjoying his work. “Sonny loves
what he does. He and all the other
lobstermen are so lucky to get to do
this every day. Not everyone can say
they truly love their job,” Alycia said.
Sonny and Alycia’s sons are fishermen
and members of the MLA as well.
“Bobby started lobstering with his
grandfather and Shane, our youngest,
now 45 years old, with Sonny. They
were both young when they began,”
Alycia said. “Billy spent more time
tuna fishing than lobstering. He
would fish out on George’s [Bank] for
days. He got bit by the bug, the fishing
bug.” Billy McIntire was tragically lost
at sea in 2013.

Alycia and Sonny McIntire hold a cartoon drawing of son Billy McIntire drawn by Eddie
Coates at a memorial dinner for McIntire in September. Photo by Shelley Wigglesworth.

Sonny shared his view on lobster
prices with a saying he likes to use:
It takes two lobsters to buy a loaf of
bread. “I think the MLA is important
because we [lobstermen] should
have a say in what happens to us. We
don’t want to get screwed on prices
again,” Sonny said with passion. “We
need all the help we can get. I think
the newsletter [Landings] is great
because then maybe people might
get an idea of what we have to deal
with.”

Alycia noted that the majority of
lobstermen don’t want to harm
their livelihood. “They are very
conscientious of the environment.
Most of them know that you can’t
throw your trash overboard or bring
home short lobsters,” she said. “Why
would I?” Sonny asked. “It doesn’t
make sense to take shorts that
haven’t had a chance to reproduce
yet. Lobstering is a primary industry
– you get something from nothing,
much like farming. We have to
protect that.”
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ensuing accusations of price fixing
and the dealers finally agreeing to
raise prices back to 45 cents. “It was
very different back then,” he said.
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Sonny has been a member of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
(MLA) for as long as he can remember.
“I remember when I was a boy we
were getting 45 cents per pound for
lobsters. Then the dealers said they
were only going to pay us 35 cents per
pound. That’s when the lobstermen
went on strike.” Sonny recalled the

Lobstering remains a family affair
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ENROLLING IN THE HEALTH INSURANCE MARKETPLACE
By April Gilmore
Guess what? The deadline to sign up
for health insurance is right around
the corner! The open enrollment
period will end March 31, 2014. If
you have not yet enrolled in a health
plan for 2014, be assured you still
have time and we can help you get
covered.
If you haven’t yet started to look at
options for health plans, the MLA
has reserved space at the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum, Feb 27 to March
1, at the Samoset Resort in Rockland,
to help you understand what is
available for you in Maine’s health
insurance marketplace. We will
have a team of trained navigators
and certified application councilors
on hand to explain the new health
insurance law, help you find a plan
and walk you through the enrollment
process. Maine’s Health Insurance
Marketplace offers a variety of health
insurance options through Maine
Community Health Options and
Anthem.
MLA will host an enrollment
assistance room during the entire
Fishermen’s Forum event, located on
the second floor above the Samoset’s
fitness center. Trained Navigators
will be available with computers to
assist fishermen in answering their
health insurance questions and can

help get you enrolled in a plan. Feel
free to stop by the enrollment room,
or you can make an appointment at
the MLA booth located in the main
lobby of the Samoset. If you plan
to shop for a health insurance plan
at the forum, come knowing who
in your family is seeking coverage,
and an estimate of your household
income (line 37 on your taxes).

We know that many
people have been
frustrated with the
technical issues on
healthcare.gov and
have put off applying
for coverage.
The MLA will be holding a seminar
on the Affordable Care Act (ACA)
on Friday, February 28 at 1:00 p.m.
During this seminar, you will learn
how the Affordable Care Act affects
you. The session will include an
overview of the ACA and what the
new law means for consumers
shopping for health coverage. The
MLA has brought together a panel
of experts including representatives
from the Center for Medicaid and
Medicare, representatives from
Maine Community Health Options

and Anthem to help fishermen
understand what types of insurance
plans are being offered, and an
accountant to help explain what
obtaining health coverage could
mean for your lobster business.
We know that many people have
been frustrated with the technical
issues on www.healthcare.gov and
have put off applying for coverage.
If you attempted to apply when the
marketplace first launched and were
unable to get through, be aware that
many people have tried the site again
recently and have found success.
Those who don’t sign up by March
31 will be subject to penalty at tax
time in 2015 if you don’t qualify for
a “special enrollment period.” That
penalty is equivalent to 1% of your
household income, so for someone
who makes $50,000, the penalty
amount could be $500. Penalties will
be applied to your tax return for 2014.
To qualify for a “special enrollment
period” one of the following
circumstances must apply: you
gain lawful presence, you gain or
lose eligibility for premium tax
credits or cost sharing subsidies,
the marketplace makes a mistake
enrolling you in an insurance plan,
your insurance plan materially
violates your insurance contract, you
lose minimum essential coverage

April Gilmore is an MLA staff
member trained as an ACA Navigator.

(which could be due to a job loss,
divorce, or change in family status),
you gain or become a dependent
( for example, you have a baby) or
you need new insurance because you
move to another state. These are all
reasons that you could sign up for a
new health plan after the deadline.
Our aim is to help you get insured and
the deadline for open enrollment is
March 31. You can call the MLA office
any time to make an appointment to
discuss your health insurance options
and get an application submitted for
a health plan in the health insurance
marketplace. We hope to meet you
at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum this
month so we can help you decide on
what insurance coverage will best
suit you and your family’s needs.

Dropping Springs Bait Co.
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, Maine
Fresh and Salted Bait
Retail and Wholesale
Public welcome
Open 5 a.m. - 10 a.m.
By Land or Sea
207-272-6278
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REMARKABLE PEOPLE:

Bob Steneck, University of Maine
processes, not just the patterns
themselves.

By Melissa Waterman
University of Maine scientist Bob
Steneck knows himself pretty well.
“I’m competitive,” the 63-year-old
Whitefield resident admitted in a
recent interview. “If you say I can’t
do something, it’s like a red flag.”
Steneck has spent the majority
of his professional life under the
ocean studying everything from the
corraline algae of the Caribbean to
the nursery habitats of Homarus
americanus in the Gulf of Maine. Even
sitting still drinking a cup of coffee,
he exudes the energy of a 10-yearold boy which, in fact, was the age at
which he began scuba diving.
Steneck, whose father was a
pediatrician, lived in New Jersey.
His grandparents had a home on a
large lake which his family visited
each summer for a month or two.
Like many boys, Steneck was drawn
to the lake where he fished and
played about in the water. One day
he arrived at the lake bearing scuba
gear which included a home-made
air reservoir inflated with a bicycle
pump. “I had a friend at school and
he owed me lunch money, maybe 50
cents or something. His parents had
given him scuba gear and I guess as
a form of collateral he gave it to me,”
Steneck recalled. “I don’t know what
my parents were thinking, letting
me go into the water like that!” Soon
Steneck was diving for crayfish to set
on his fishing hooks and exploring
the underwater world of the lake.
“It was the time of ‘Sea Hunt’ [a
television show featuring scuba
diving Lloyd Bridges]. The ocean had
a lot of mystique,” he added.

School, however, wasn’t Steneck’s
top priority as a teenager. “I was
interested in sports and girls,” he
said matter-of-factly. He was an
accomplished athlete, excelling at
wrestling and also soccer. But when
the time came to apply to college,
his poor academic record proved a
problem. Eventually Baldwin Wallace
College outside of Cleveland, Ohio,
offered him acceptance if he played
on the college soccer team.
Steneck spent his first years at
college doing what he enjoyed,

Bob Steneck has made his mark both
in Maine’s lobster world and in the
world of corraline algae. Photo by
Melissa Waterman.

playing sports and pursuing other
“extracurricular”
activities.
His
college advisor finally asked young
Steneck what he planned to do in the
future, noting that he wasn’t really
cut out for academics. That comment
was the “red flag” Steneck needed.
“I was on the honor roll every term
after that. I graduated with a double
major in biology and geology in 1973.
I was really thinking of becoming a
paleogeologist,” Steneck said.
It was the fact that his college advisor
had numerous aquaria in his office
that led Steneck away from the
land to the sea. “He was interested
in the ocean. He told me about a
summer program in the West Indies
in marine ecology which I signed up
for,” Steneck explained. The program
focused on the algal ecology of coral
reefs and was taught by Smithsonian
researcher Walter Adey. Steneck did
well in the class, so well that Adey
asked him to return after college
graduation to work with him. “So
the day after I graduated [in 1973] I
went back to St. Croix and stayed for
one-and-a-half years,” Steneck said.
Adey and Steneck investigated food
dynamics on the reefs as well as reef
formation and geology. “I really liked
reef ecology,” Steneck recalled with
a smile. “My mind was a sponge. I
learned all the biota of the Caribbean.
And once I’d gotten the tropical
Atlantic, I wanted to concentrate on
a rocky shore and the cold Atlantic.”
So Steneck turned his attention
north. He entered the University of
Maine in 1974 and studied under
marine ecologist Bob Vadas. “Bob
was great. He loved to think and talk
about stuff, often over a beer. It was
a golden era in marine ecology then,”
Steneck said. Ecology as a discipline
had long been the province of pattern
seekers, according to Steneck. By
looking at events in time and space,
scientists were able to discern
patterns among animals and plants.
But the processes at work to create
those patterns largely remained a
mystery. Steneck was interested in
the factors that were driving the

“I studied the ecology of plant and
herbivore interactions among the
corraline algae at the mouth of the
Damariscotta River, in the Thread
of Life area,” Steneck said. With
graduate degree in hand, he then
entered the earth and planetary
sciences PhD program at Johns
Hopkins University in Maryland. He
completed his dissertation on the
global evolution of corraline algae
in three years. “I was writing the
acknowledgement section late at
night and I was really foggy by that
time,” Steneck said, shaking his head
at the memory. “I dedicated it to “Sea
Hunt” and Lloyd Bridges!”
While completing his PhD, Steneck
had become acquainted with Les
Watling, a professor at the University
of Maine’s Darling Center in Walpole.
Watling told Steneck about an
opening at the university for a marine
scientist;
Steneck
successfully
applied and in December 1981, he
and his wife moved to the state.
His major interest was still corraline
algae, which required lots of diving.
“So I’m underwater all the time and
I think, ‘Gee, there’s a lot of lobsters
here.’ I went to Jay Krause at the
Department of Marine Resources
to ask him ‘why?’ He told me that
there weren’t a lot of lobsters along

the coast and that furthermore,
the population was about to crash,”
Steneck recalled. But Steneck didn’t
agree with that prognosis. “I tend to
see things a little bit differently and
then pursue them,” he explained.
Steneck went to the published
scientific literature to find out more
about the life history and habits of
Homarus americanus and realized
that no research had been done on
lobster in its natural habitat. “There
was nothing on the predator-prey
relationships, nursery habitats,
nothing,” Steneck said, still showing
amazement at the lack of data.
Fishery managers were counting
the number of sexually mature
lobsters and the volume of eggs in
the water, but had no knowledge of
how the lobsters lived. So he decided
to fill that gap. He received a $500
grant from the University of Maine
Sea Grant program in 1983 to start
studying lobsters underwater. That
grant was followed by a much larger
one in 1985.
“We put down four 100-square-meter
grids on the seafloor in the midcoast
area,” Steneck explained. For seven
years he and his graduate students
tracked what went on in those grids,
where the lobsters lived, where the
juveniles settled, all the intricate
connections between the lobsters
Continued on page 20

Looking for a lender
that understands
your business?
For generations, Farm Credit East has helped
commercial ﬁshing operations plan for and
ﬁnance the equipment they need to harvest
more proﬁts for their business. Today, we
continue to provide ﬂexible ﬁnancing and
solid advice for aquatic businesses of every
type and size.
How can we help you net more proﬁt for your
business? Call today to review our wide range
of options.

Auburn • 800.831.4230
FarmCreditEast.com

LOANS FOR:
Boats
Trucks
• Gear
• Permits
• Operating lines
• Haul out and repair
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.
President: David Cousens
So. Thomaston, 207.594.7518
1st VP: Jim Dow
Bass Harbor, 207.288.9846
2nd VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 207.259.3306
Sec/Treasurer: Arnold Gamage, Jr.
So. Bristol, 207.644.8110
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596.0177
Shane Carter, Bar Harbor, 288.0236
Dwight Carver, Beals, 497.2895
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372.6429
Jim Henderson, Camp Ellis, 468.4363
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255.3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633.6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526.4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244.4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372.6941
Mike Myrick, Cushing, 354.6077
Brad Parady, Kittery, 337.3141
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846.9279
Jay Smith, Nobleboro, 563.5208
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 846.3158
Elliott Thomas, Yarmouth, 846.6201
John Williams, Stonington, 367.2731
Donald Young, Cushing, 354.6404
Jack Young, Vinalhaven, 863.4905

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Navigator
April Gilmore
april@mainelobstermen.org

STEAMING AHEAD
It’s easy to get caught up in all that lobstermen disagree on.
After all, the fishery is extremely diverse and the interests
of lobstermen can vary significantly. As profit margins
get thinner for many, it is easy to accuse others of being
the problem, or just want to keep your head down, work
harder and grind through each day.
But we must not forget how much we have in common. It
is because of our common interests that the Maine lobster
industry has been able to work together over the years to
reach our current level of success. Let’s not forget that we
continue to see a record abundance of lobsters which are
the driving force of our coastal economy.
The MLA had the privilege to attend a harvester meeting
last month in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island (PEI).
It’s certainly not a new idea for lobstermen
to get together to talk about their common
interests, but in good times, motivation
wanes. When their season opened last
spring, Prince Edward Island lobstermen
received the same shock that Maine
lobstermen endured in 2012. Low prices
and abundant catches set the stage for a
frustrating season in Canada.

It was immediately apparent that there is more that brings
us together than separates us. We are all fishermen and
independent business owners. We all have a long tradition
of being excellent stewards of the lobster resource, and
value hard work. While no one is opposed to getting rich,
at the end of the day, folks just want to be paid fairly so
they can hold their heads up high and take pride in being
lobstermen.
It may sound a bit clichéd to say that there is strength in
numbers and that information is power. But, sitting at the
meeting, those truisms felt very real. Lobstermen hold the
key to the lobster supply. We must work together to bring
those lobsters to shore as responsibly as possible, and
in a way that maximizes the ability of each independent
business owner to make a profit.

The world will not
instantly change
because lobstermen
from the U.S. and
Canada are talking
together, but we
have set the stage for
change to happen.

Rather than accept that the blame lay
with Maine lobstermen, or with those who
fish in other areas of Canada, the Prince
Edward Island Fishermen’s Association
took matters into its own hands. The
members decided it was time for lobstermen from all
regions to sit down face-to-face and talk about how to
work together to improve the vibrancy of our respective
fisheries.
Since the lobster fisheries on both sides of the border
encompass many areas and seasons, it was a task in itself
to find a time and place to get everyone together. But, in
January, it finally happened.

Five representatives from the MLA made the long trek
to PEI. We were greeted with a warm welcome and great
curiosity about the Maine lobster fishery. How were Maine’s
landings in 2013? What was the price? What is happening
with Maine processing? What is going on with Maine’s new
marketing effort? How long has the MLA been monitoring
boat, bait and fuel prices?tThe Maine delegation had plenty
questions of their own. How do Canadian lobstermen
make it with such short seasons and so few traps? What
is the Lobster Council of Canada and what kind of work
are they doing? What initiatives are underway in Canada
to improve lobster prices?

The world will not instantly change
because lobstermen from the U.S. and
Canada are talking together, but we have
set the stage for change to happen. Those
attending the meeting pledged to focus
on what we have in common and to keep
each other informed of what’s happening
in each fishery. Instead of wondering how
the fishing is going in another part of
the region, or what the quality of lobster
might be, or the price, we will create
communication channels to make it easy
to share that information.

We have to remember that, despite its image as a traditional
line of work, the lobstering takes place in the 21st century.
We have access to information and technology that our
forefathers could not have comprehended. Instead of
feeling like victims of our own success, we have pledged
as harvesters to embrace the global market in which we
now participate, and work together to empower all those
who harvest lobster in the North Atlantic to achieve a
successful future.
Lobstermen on both sides of the border have long been
proud of their traditions and fishery; January’s international
meeting of lobstermen will go a long way toward ensuring
that we stay that way.
As always, stay safe on the water.

Executive Assistant
Sarah Paquette
sarah@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
203 Lafayette Center
Kennebunk, ME 04043
info@mainelobstermen.org
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place at
Darby’s Restaurant, Belfast.
Feb. 4, noon
Annual meeting Feb. 28,
9 a.m. at Fishermen’s Forum

MLA DIRECTORS MEETING
During the January MLA Directors’
meeting, the Board unanimously
voted to accept the amendments to
the bylaws and adopt the proposed
operating policies.
The
Board
reviewed
board
nominations received to date through
the advertisement in the December
and January issues of Landings, and
through the letter sent to Directors
whose terms are expiring. The board
approved a slate of nominees to be
finalized at the February Directors’
meeting for presentation to the MLA
members during the Annual meeting.
The slate includes Dwight Carver of
Beals, Jason Joyce of Swans Island
and Donald Young of Cushing. The
MLA will recognize those Directors
whose terms are expiring with a
letter of gratitude following the vote
at the Annual Meeting.

The Board continued planning for
the MLA Annual meeting to be held
on Friday, February 28 at 9 a.m. at the
Samoset Resort. The MLA is seeking
nominations for the Marine Patrol
Officer of the Year and the Golden
V-notch Award. Carl Wilson will be
invited to present an update on the
settlement index.
The MLA will send a delegation of five
to the Lobster Harvester Workshop
organized by the Prince Edward
Island Fishermen’s Association. MLA
will be represented by John Williams,
Bobby Ingalls, Jim Dow, David
Cousens and Patrice McCarron.
The MLA is tracking bills of interest
to the lobster industry under
consideration by the Legislature.
LD 1544 was carried over from last
session and may propose changes to
the existing lobster licensing system.
The Marine Resources Committee
established a subcommittee in

December to review potential
options that address three major
issues of concern: 1) latent effort, 2)
long waiting lists, and 3) impact of
potential landings decline based on
decline in settlement index.
The MLA will testify in favor of LD 1602
Resolve Establishing the Commission
to Study the Effects of Ocean
Acidification and its Potential Effects
on Commercial Shellfish Harvested
and Grown along the Maine Coast at
the public hearing in January. Ocean
acidification is an issue of growing
concern for lobstermen, and there is
virtually no scientific data to describe
its effects on lobster. The MLA will
testify in favor of LD 1678 An Act To
Protect Maine’s Lobster Fishery (by
prohibiting the use of methoprene
and resmethrin, two chemicals used
for mosquito control, if the chemical
would enter the waters of the Gulf
of Maine). The public hearing will be
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
held in February.
The MLA discussed the results of the
recent effort to work with the lobster
industry on quality and handling.
Annie Tselikis traveled the coast this
summer meeting with lobstermen,
dock workers and buying station
managers. The initiative was well
received and documented that there
is no consistency or standards in the
Maine lobster industry for handling
and moving lobsters. There is a great
desire by many to assess current
practices and make improvements.
The MLA Board agreed that
addressing the issue of lobster
quality and handling practices and
developing a leadership program for
lobstermen will remain a priority in
2014. The focus will include raising
awareness, encouraging each person
in the supply chain to be accountable
for their product, and encourage
transparency
and
information
exchange.
Directors from the Zone D area
raised concern about the status of the
University of Maine wind project and
stated that lobstermen from affected
communities are very concerned.
There is a lot of confusion about the
project’s specifics, particularly the
location of the undersea electricity
cables. The MLA will research the

project to better understand the
issues and to ensure that lobstermen
are being represented as it moves
forward. The MLA will also continue
to monitor the Searsport Dredging
project.

four-day peer review of the northern
shrimp benchmark stock assessment
conducted by the Northeast
Regional Stock Assessment Review
Committee.

The Board discussed the New
England
Fishery
Management
Council’s actions to develop a process
to address catches of groundfish in
non-groundfish fisheries. The MLA
will continue to monitor how this
effort could impact the Maine lobster
fishery.

MAINE LOBSTER MARKETING
COLLABORATIVE

The MLA directors meet again on
February 4 at noon. Carl Wilson
and Joe Fessenden will be invited
for a discussion on V-notch. The
MLA Annual Meeting on February
28 will serve as the Directors’ March
meeting. Beginning in April, the
MLA Directors will meet on the first
Wednesday of each month.
ATLANTIC STATES MARINE
FISHERIES COMMISSION
The ASMFC held a four-day menhaden
data workshop in mid-January to
review and vet all data sources
available and formulate a plan for
developing models for use in the 2014
benchmark stock assessment. In
late January, the ASMFC convened a

The MLMC met on January 9 and
21 to continue discussions on
brand strategy. The MLMC Board
is considering recommendations
on a brand strategy developed by
Futureshift for the former Maine
Lobster Promotion Council, and
strategizing on how to search for
a marketing agency. The MLMC
board continued its discussions
on the structure and staff of new
organization, including hiring a new
executive director. As required by
law, the MLMC will be presenting
an outline of its marketing strategy
to the Marine Resources Committee
this winter. It will hold a seminar
at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum to
update lobstermen its progress.
JOINT COMMITTEE ON
MARINE RESOURCES
The Marine Resources Committee
continued its discussions on LD

1544, which allows the Committee
to report out a bill to restructure
Maine’s lobster licensing system in
order to expand opportunities for
access to the fishery. In December,
Maine DMR reported the outcome
of meetings with the zone councils
which resulted in Zones A and B
loosening the entry criteria for their
zones with the remaining zones
supporting the status quo.
The Department of Marine Resources
informed the Committee that it
plans to continue discussions with
the lobster industry this winter. The
DMR identified “the large amount
of latent effort” as “one of the major
obstacles to an efficient response,”
citing “approximately 20% of licenses
[were] not used in any of the past
four years [equaling] 1 million latent
tags.” The DMR stated “our intent
is to further refine the Department
proposal that was discussed last
January based on industry feedback,
Continued on page 10

Maine Fishermen’s Forum

2014 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

PO Box 288
Bath, ME 04530
(207) 442-7700

The Maine Fishermen’s Forum Board of Directors offers a scholarship fund to benefit immediate family members (son/daughter, or a
grandson /granddaughter) or legal dependent of someone actively involved in Maine’s seafood industry, regardless of financial need or
academic achievement. Undergraduates attending a two or four year college who are in at least the second year of their program or
students who are in at least the second semester of their Certificate Program will be eligible. Applications will be accepted through
February 25, 2014. Scholarships will be awarded by a random drawing to be held during the 39th annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum.
Please note that previous winners are not eligible.
Do you qulify? Check all that apply:
Are you a sophomore, junior, or senior right now? You must be at least a sophomore in college to apply.
Do you have an immediate family member actively participating in Maine’s seafood industry?
What do you need to apply? Check all that apply:
Complete the following application & send to the address at the top.
Provide an official transcript or Registrar’s letter of current standing along with this application.
You qualify for the scholarship drawing ONLY IF you checked all 4 of the boxes above.
STUDENT INFORMATION

SCHOOL INFORMATION
Student Name____________________________________________________ College/University name____________________________________________
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________ Location of college_________________________________________________
City____________________________________________________________ Expected year of graduation_______your major__________________________
State________ Zip____________ Home Phone_________________________ College standing as of Sept 2013 (circle one)
Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior
Email___________________________________________________________
MAINE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY FAMILY MEMBER INFORMATION
Name_________________________________________________________ Relationship________________________________________________________
Street/Mailing Address___________________________________________________________________ Home Phone________________________________
City________________________________________________ State______ Zip________Email___________________________________________________
Vessel Name or Commercial License Number_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe Participation in the Maine seafood industry______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MLA update continued from page 9

and advance components of that
proposal for further discussion. One
piece that we will likely be discussing
further is the concept of a category of
license for individuals who are aging
out of the fishery, but wish to retain
the identity of a license holder and
more limited access to the fishery.”

establishing a new trap limit for
new entrants in to the fishery, and
establish a new “limited” commercial
lobster license for 50 traps for anyone
who has completed the Apprentice
Program and for those who have not
landed lobster in three of the last four
years.

The Marine Resources Committee
formed a subcommittee in December
which has brought forward a draft
legislative proposal to encourage
feedback from the industry. The draft
concept bill identified the issues
of 1) balancing the exit of aging
lobstermen landing few lobsters with
the need to decrease time on the
waiting lists; 2) develop strategies to
address latent effort and equitably
increase opportunity for entry to the
lobster fishery and 3) acknowledge a
three-year decline in the settlement
index with the lowest settlement
numbers since the survey was started
in 1989. The draft concept included
“a plan to develop a tiered license
system that addresses the related
issues of latent effort and restricted
opportunity in the limited-entry
lobster fishery.” The proposal would
include strategies “with minimum
landings requirements for existing
commercial license holders and
methods for establishing trap limits
and increasing trap tags annually.”
The proposal would also consider

Representatives from DMR and the
MLA attended two of the Committee’s
meetings in January and urged the
Committee not to move the proposal
forward at this time. Rather, both the
MLA and DMR urged the Committee
to allow the Commissioner to
continue discussions on the issue of
latent effort, long waiting lists and
the settlement index then solicit
ideas from the lobster industry on
how to move forward. The Committee
decided not to take action on their
concept bill, and will await a report
back from the Commissioner on the
results of his industry meetings later
this spring.
The Marine Resources Committee
held a public hearing and work
session on January 13 on LD 1602,
a bill to establish a commission
to study the effects of ocean
acidification on Maine’s commercial
shellfish industries. Approximately
20 people testified in support of the
bill, including commercial fishermen,
clammers and aquaculture groups.
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association

Many thanks to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!

Allen Insurance &
Financial
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Beals-Jonesport Cooperative
Bell Power Systems
Inc.
Buoysticks.com
Calendar Islands Maine
Lobster LLC
Cape Porpoise Lobster
Co. Inc.
Chapman & Chapman
Chase Leavitt & Co.
Chrisanda Corp.
Coastal Documentation
Conary Cove Lobster
Co.
Cooks Lobster House
Cousins Maine Lobster
Cushing Diesel, LLC
Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.
DB Rice Fisheries
Eastern Tire & Auto
Service
Eaton Trap Co. Inc.
Finestkind Scenic
Cruises
F W Thurston Co. Inc.
Georgetown Fishermen’s Coop
Gill Crustacean Bait
Glens Lobster Co.

Grundens USA Ltd
Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation
Guy Cotten, Inc
HR Beal& Sons Inc.
Holden Seafood Corp.
Insterstate Lobster Co.
Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts
Island Fishermen’s
Wives
Island Seafood II, LLC
Johns Bay Boat Co.
Kips Seafood Co.
Lake Pemaquid Inc.
Linda Bean’s Maine
Lobster
Lobster Products Inc.
Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
Maine Financial Group
Maine Port Authority
Maine Sea Grant
Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Midcoast Marine Supply
Millers Wharf Lobster
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Nautilus Marine Fabrication Inc.
Newcastle ChryslerDodge-Jeep

New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.
Novatec Braids LTD
Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.
Penobscot East Resource
Center
Pete’s Marine Electronics
PFBF CPAs
PJ Lobster Company
Polyform US
Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Coop
Port Lobster Co.
Promens Saint John
Quahog Lobster Inc.
Ready Seafood
Red Hook Lobster Pound
Redeem Lobster Co.
Rockland Savings Bank
South Bristol Fishermen’s
Cooperative
Superior Bait and Salt
Superior Marine Products
Inc.
The Compass Insurance
Group
The First NA
WD Matthews Machinery
Co.
Weirs Motor Sales Inc.
Williams CPA Group
LLC
Worcesters Lobster Bait

was the only lobster industry
group to weigh in. MLA’s president
David Cousens testified, “We don’t
really know the effects of ocean
acidification on lobsters, but we do
know the effects on shellfish and
clams and it’s not positive. As long
as the industrial nations of the world
use fossil fuel, it’s going to get worse.”
He urged the Committee to support
the bill. The Committee began its
deliberations on the bill at a January
22 work session and tabled the bill
for further discussion.
PESTICIDE BILL
Rep. Walter Kumiega has submitted
LD 1678, An Act to Protect Maine’s
Lobster Fishery, which proposes
to prohibit the use of methoprene
and resmethrin in any body of
water that drains in to the Gulf of
Maine. The bill notes that these two
chemicals were used for mosquito
control and adversely affected the
Long Island Sound lobster industry.
The Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry Committee will hold a
public hearing on February 6.
OCEAN ACIDIFICATION
WORKSHOP
The Island Institute convened
its second workshop on ocean
acidification in less than a year.
The January workshop brought
together stakeholders, scientists
and environmental groups. Ocean
acidification refers to the changing
chemistry of the ocean due to
increasing carbon being absorbed
resulting in a reduction in the pH
of the water. Research has shown
that shellfish species such as clams
and scallops are most at risk, and
little is known about the effects of
ocean acidification on lobster. The
meeting featured an overview of
ocean acidification current science,
stakeholder concerns, and an update
on national, regional, state and local
efforts to address ocean acidification.
Experts cited only two known studies
on ocean acidification and lobster.
A study conducted in Canada found
some impact on lobster larvae and
a second study on European lobster
found a decreased weight in early
settlers. While not conclusive, these
studies demonstrate the need for
further research in order to better
understand the impacts on lobster
populations. Scientists also stated
that the Gulf of Maine is uniquely
sensitive to ocean acidification due
to the amount of fresh water entering
the system, cold water temperatures
and strong seasonal productivity
cycles. Increased carbon emissions
are the main driver of large-scale
changes in the ocean while nutrient
loading and declining productivity
have greater impacts on nearshore
and coastal systems.

ISSUES MONITORING
EPA discharge permit – the MLA
has made a request to Maine’s
Congressional representatives to
co-sponsor a bill to exempt vessels
under 79 feet from the requirement to
obtain an EPA discharge permit. This
requirement is due to go into effect
in December 2014. Rep. Michaud
has signed on and Rep. Pingree is
considering the request.
Searsport Dredging – the MLA is
reaching out to the state Department
of Transportation and Department
of
Environmental
Protection,
Maine Port Authority, and Army
Corps of Engineers on the scope of
the proposed dredging project in
Searsport and the plan for dredge
spoil disposal. Lobstermen have
expressed concern over the plan
for improvement dredging and, in
particular, are concerned about
the potential for spoils to be placed
at the Mack Point disposal site in
Penobscot Bay.
Offshore Wind Project – Lobstermen
from Bristol, New Harbor, Friendship
and Monhegan are concerned over
the plan to site wind turbines off
Monhegan Island and connect to
the grid in Bristol. Maine Aqua
Ventus has proposed a 270-foottall advanced composite wind
tower on a floating concrete base,
featuring two turbines designed
to generate 6 megawatts each. It
would be built using the University
of Maine’s VolturnUS technology.
Energy from the pilot project would
be transmitted to the mainland via
underwater cable to a substation
in Bristol, located approximately
10 miles from the offshore project
site. The MLA will continue to work
with local communities and the
University of Maine to ensure that
questions from the fishing industry
are answered.
Whale Rules – Many are wondering
about the status of the federal whale
rules and what changes Maine
lobstermen should expect. NMFS
published a proposed rule and held
a series of public hearings last fall.
Comments were due in September,
2013. In Maine the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) proposed
a series of trawling up scenarios
in federal waters, an inshore and
offshore gear marking scheme, and
seasonal closures of Jeffrey’s Ledge
and Jordan Basin. MLA and many
others submitted comments in
opposition to the closures and the
gear marking proposal. NMFS has
been reviewing all of the comments
it received and continues to move
forward with the rulemaking process.
The agency has stated that it expects
to publish the final rule in July, 2014.
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
2 Mase Rd
Hampton , NH 03842
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 off each barrel on multiple barrel purchases
at Seabrook NH location with MLA card.
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136/800-234-4397
info@hewsco.com www.hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components and Cable Craft
cables in 2013.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Promotion Council
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101 207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
INSURANCE

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
SW Boatworks
Stewart Workman
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
Show MLA member card to receive $500
discount on new hull or top.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount with proof
of completing a C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill
Conductor course within the last 5 years.

EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS

LEGAL SERVICES

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St
Bath, ME 04530
207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members.

J. Scott Logan LLC
75 Pearl Street
Portland, ME 04101
207-699-1314
20% discount on foreclosure defense,
bankruptcy legal fees.

Penobscot Marine Museum
PO Box 498, 5 Church St
Searsport, ME 04974
207-548-2529
bholtzman@ppm-maine.org
www.penobscotmarinemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members.

Nicholas H Walsh PA
PO Box 7206
Portland, ME 04112
207-772-2191
nwalsh@gwi.net www.nicholas-walsh.com
25% off legal services
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL

ELECTRONICS
Sawyer & Whitten Marine
36 Union Wharf # 9
Portland, ME 04101
&
118 Tillson Ave.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-879-4500
mike@sawyerwhitten.com
10% discount on non-sale items .
FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT
Farm Credit of Maine ACA
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcreditmaine.com
FISHING, MARINE & INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470 sprofio@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com
10% discount for all service repair of twin disc
transmissions.
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off all apparel and promotional product
orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.

Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com
Cozy Harbor Seafood Inc
PO Box 389
Portland, ME 04112
207-879-2665
jnorton@cozyharbor.com
www.cozyharbor.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801 603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Orion Seafood International
20 Ladd Street, 3rd Floor
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-433-2220
info@orionseafood.com
www.orionseafood.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Coop
275 Island Rd
South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Weathervane Seafoods Inc
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-439-0920
jsharp@weathervaneseafoods.com
www.weathervaneseafoods.com

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billys Inc.
PO Box 837
Ogunquit , ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com www.barnbilly.com
Newick’s Hospitality Group, Inc.
431 Dover Point Rd .
Dover, NH 03820
603-742-3205
controller@newicks.com www.newicks.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFTEY TRAINING
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
PO Box 411
Belfast, ME 04915
207-338-1603
jmcmillan@mcmillanoffshore.com
www.mcmillanoffshore.com
10% discount on C.G. Drill Conductor training.

10% off retail & mail orders for MLA members.

SALT

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.

Maine Salt Company
677 Coldbrook Rd.
Hermon, ME 04401
207-848-3796 www.mainesalt.com

MARINE ENGINES

Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Milton Cat
Stuart Tuttle
16 Pleasant Hill Rd
Scarborough, ME 04070
stewart_tuttle@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
20% off propeller repair. Discounts for new
propellers,shafting and other hardware.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062 207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK SUPPLIES

Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at the
Friendship store.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
137 Pleasant Hill Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-730-2063 searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA members
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PROTECTION IS IN THE BAG

Koden FX Series Sounders

STEP UP TO THE BEST

FULL WATERPROOF PROTECTION
The company that keeps you dry and protected under the worst conditions
now does the same for all your important gear. New Gage Gear Bags from
Grundéns USA, ask for them at your local Grundéns dealer.

Experience professional power,
advanced features
and true broadband
performance.
Koden’s 12.1”
CVS-FX1
and “Black Box”
CVS-FX2BB are
the only sounders
that let ﬁshermen
transmit on
variable frequencies from
24kHz-240kHz in
0.1kHz steps.

³ Rugged 500 Denier PVC Tarpaulin Fabric
³ RF Welded Seams Throughout
³ Roll-Top Closures & Compression
Straps for a Watertight Seal

³ Professional Grade Construction For
Every Adventure

³ Available in Kryptek Camo & Black
ROOMY 105-LITER
SHACKELTON DUFFEL
(WITH HIDEAWAY BACKPACK STRAPS)

ailable
Now Av k Camo
te
in Kryp lack
B
&

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

30-LITER
RUMRUNNER
BACKPACK

KODEN CVS-FX1

3kW RMS output/8,000’ max with digital signal processing
Transmit/display four frequencies simultaneously
Pinpoint target species, reduce bycatch
Variable beam angles with broadband transducers
Condition Memory for instant recall of 24 favorite frequencies
Rugged, reliable, professional grade

SI-TEX Marine Electronics
(631) 996-2690
www.si-texkoden.com

scan w/qr
app to view
a short video
www.grundens.com

MAINE

H

FREE HEAT from your engine’s
closed cooling system!

CVS-126 Digital Echo Sounder

10" Marine Radar
N:QPPRQR
&57GLVSOD\ GRPH
DQWHQQD PFDEOH

EULOOLDQWFRORU/&'GLVSOD\
ZDWWVZLWKGHSWKUDQJHVRI  
Transducer not included.

HAMILTON

$

$

ACR GlobalFix PRO EPRIBs with GPS

Cyalume PML

C-Light PML

Chemical luminescence,
QREDWWHULHVUHTXLUHG

USCG Approved,
WDNHV$$EDWWHULHV

Flush Mount or Ducted. 28,000 to 40,000 BTUs.

ACR-2844
Order# 733216

$

439

99

Cat I Auto

$

ACR-2842
Order# 733215

539

99

$

406 MHz and digital GPS Lat/Lon readout
ACR-2848
Order# 729569

$

617

99

Cat I Auto

$

71799

1039

/LVW
2/,
Order# 150937

ACR-2846
Order# 729568

Immersion Suits
7KUHHŵQJHUHGPLWW:LGHOHJVIRUTXLFNGRQQLQJ'XDO]LSSHUSXOOWDEV,QŶDWDEOHKLJKULGHUULQJIRU
DGGLWLRQDOIUHHERDUGDQGEXR\DQF\6QXJŵWWLQJIDFHVHDO5HWURUHŶHFWLYHWDSHPPQHRSUHQHSLHFH
VHDOHGFRQVWUXFWLRQ%DFNVWUDSV,QKHUHQWO\EXR\DQW,QFOXGHVVWRUDJHEDJDQGZKLVWOH

USCG Approved

USCG/SOLAS Approved

)HDWXUHVKDUQHVVDQGEXGG\OLQH

Adult Universal
110-220 lbs

$

23999

5HJ279.99
RVS-1409A
Order# 743829

Adult Universal
110-220 lbs

SAVE
$

40

Jumbo Over 220 lbs

$

99

279

SAVE
5HJ299.99
$
RVS-1409J
20
Order# 743834

List 699.00
+0$
Order# 729835

$

USCG Approved with Reflective Tape. COMMERCIAL
$
42 /LVW

29

5HJ309.99
$
RVS-1409A3
20
Order# 730821

Jumbo Over 220 lbs

99

309

5HJ339.99
RVS-1409J3
Order# 730823

SAVE
$

30

8

Adult Universal
PFD-1A
Order# 748930

List 11.00
$&5
Order# 100690

Child

PFD-2A
Order# 748931

Chinook BadAxe Boots

High Performance
LED Lights

Oil and slip resistant sole. Rated
WRr)$GMXVWDEOHQ\ORQVQRZ
FXII,QVXODWLQJZRROIHOWOLQHU
:DWHUSURRIFRQVWUXFWLRQ
+HLJKW6L]HV

Patented specter and
K\EULGRSWLFVDOORZIRU
YDULRXVFRPELQDWLRQVRI
ŶRRGDQGVSRWOLJKWLQJ

Soft Toe Green Steel Toe Black

FROM

$

28999 SAVE

$

Type I Offshore Life Vest

$ 99

ACR GlobalFix iPRO EPRIBs with Dual GPS
Cat II Manual

46999

List 3303.00
-5&-0$
Order# 750214

MARINE
Cat II Manual

279999

&1.

$

11499

The Maine Mat

&1.

4499pair $4949pair

Handmade from authentic pot warp!

5HYHUVLEOH'XUDEOH89DQGZHDWKHU
UHVLVWDQW$YDLODEOHLQDVVRUWHGFRORUV
Small Approx. 16" x 25"
+00$,1(0$760
Order# 752346

$

Medium Approx. 19" x 30"
+00$,1(0$70('
Order# 752494

$

19

THE

99

MAINE
MAT

2799

800-639-2715 hamiltonmarine.com PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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Not Using Aquamesh®?
That’s Nuts!

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our
complete range of marine power systems solutions is backed by a team with
exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contacts:
(in ME, NH, VT) Stewart Tuttle, 207-885-8082, Stewart_Tuttle@miltoncat.com
(in MA, RI) Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

At Riverdale Mills, we know
that our Aquamesh® is the
highest quality, strongest and
most durable marine trap
wire in the world.
Aquamesh® is made here in
the USA manufactured using
the most advanced
galvanizing and coang
process to supply you the
best marine wire product
possible. Aquamesh® was
speciﬁcally designed to
withstand the harshest
saltwater environments,
resist corrosion, cracking and
peeling and outlast the
compeon.
For over 30 years
Aquamesh® has been the
top requested, highest
performing and most trusted
marine wire in the
marketplace. Demand the
best marine wire on the
market today – Aquamesh®
because using anything else
would be just nuy.

1.800.762.6374
www.riverdale.com

$411-564#2/+../#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5

-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(


        
a6WRFNDQG&XVWRP%XLOW7UDSVa
a+8*(&RPPHUFLDO)LVKLQJ6XSSO\,QYHQWRU\a
a/REVWHUDQG6SHFLDOW\7UDSVa$TXDFXOWXUH6XSSOLHVa
a)RXU&RQYHQLHQW/RFDWLRQVLQ0DLQHa


9LVLWXVRQOLQHDW

999$411-564#2/+..%1/
999$411-564#2/+..%1/
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Built the Best. Built to Last.
Built Your Way.

CONFUSED ABOUT YOUR HEALTH
INSURANCE OPTIONS?
The MLA can help!
Here’s whats new:
Ȉ
Ȉ
Ȉ
Ȉ

You have until March 31st to sign up and avoid a penalty.
You can’t be turned down for preexisting medical conditions.
ϐ  
ϐϐϐ  
from serious illness or injuries.
Ȉ If you’re under 30, low-premium catastrophic plans are
available.
Ȉ If you’re 65 or older, you qualify for Medicare.
Ȉ If you have coverage, ask your insurer if your plan is qualiϐʹͲͳͶǤ

Here
H
ere tto
o serve yo
you!
u!!
Jerry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy Emerson (207) 483-6555 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com
Joe Reynolds
(207) 790-1761 joer@friendshiptrap.com
Friendship Office: (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
Columbia Falls Office: (800) 339-6558
Find us
on Facebookk
Visit our website: www.friendshiptrap.com

HAVE QUESTIONS?
Call MLA’s Navigator April Gilmore
at 207-967-4555 or
email to april@mainelobstermen.org.
ǯϐ 
ʹͲͳͶǤ

Present your MLA membership
MLA MEMBERS DISCOUNT
DIRECTORY
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc.
Dover, NH -- 20% off propeller repair. Discounts
vary by manufacturer for new propellers,shafting
and other hardware.
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 off each barrel on multiple
barrel purchases at the Seabrook NH location
with proof of MLA membership.
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members.
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription
rate for $18.75 with MLA membership noted on
check.
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps at the
Friendship store.
Hews Company
South Portland, ME -- 10% off all hydraulic
components and Cable Craft cables in 2014.

card at the following businesses and
receive generous discounts!

/DZ2IÀFHRI-6FRWW/RJDQ//&
Portland, ME -- 20% discount on foreclosure
defense and bankruptcy legal fees.

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% off service repairs of twin disc
transmissions.

0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional
product orders.

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA members.

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off to harvesters on MLA
merchandise.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG Drill Conductor training.

Sawyer & Whitten Marine
Portland & Rockland, ME --10% discount from
regular MSRP pricing (doesn’t apply to sale items)
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Scarborough, ME -- 5% off trap list price when
you show your MLA card.

Mount Desert Oceanarium
Southwest Harbor, ME -- Free admission for comPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus
5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill
Conductor course within the last 5 years.

National Fisherman
North Hollywood, CA -- Special annual subscription rate.

SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- Show MLA card to receive
$500.00 discount on a new hull or top.

Nicholas H Walsh, PA
Portland, ME -- 25% off legal services.

Weathervane Seafood Inc.
Kittery, ME – 10% off retail and mail order
purchases. Just mention you are an MLA member.
1-800-914-1774.
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THE HEALTH OF LOBSTERMEN: USM School of Nursing reaches out
Between 120 and 130 individuals visit
the clinic each year. “A lot of people
come back every year, to compare
where they are now with last year.
They come to tell us the good news,
that they have lost weight or got
their blood pressure under control,”
she explained. “I’d say that about 50
percent say they have no other health
care.”

By Melissa Waterman
Landings continues its series focused
on lobstermen and good health. This
month we look at the public health
nursing activities of the University of
Southern Maine School of Nursing.
Everyone knows that securing health
insurance if you are self-employed is
difficult and expensive. An alarming
number of lobstermen have no
health insurance at all, a situation
that may begin to be corrected this
year through implementation of the
Affordable Care Act.
In the meantime, getting even
the most basic of check-ups for
easily treatable issues such as high
blood pressure or high cholesterol
levels is often overlooked by those
without health insurance. That’s
where the Casco Bay Fishing and
Islands Community Partnership of
the University of Southern Maine’s
School of Nursing comes in. Students
in the program tend to the fishermen
and their families on the islands of
Casco Bay and also host the very
popular health clinic at the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum each year.
“In 2001 the School of Nursing
changed part of its curriculum to
include community health or public
health nursing,” explained Janet
Burson, associate professor emerita
at the school. “The purpose was to
connect with communities where we
saw a high level of risk.” The Casco
Bay Partnership is one of several
Community Nursing Partnerships
conducted by the nursing school.
These partnerships link nursing
students with specific communities,
such as residents of Lewiston, the
Bayside neighborhood in Portland,
or Portland’s elderly population, to
identify health risks and provide
elementary care.
“The mission is to provide health care
in response to what the community
tells us they need,” Burson continued.
Back in 2001, the Maine Fishermen’s
Forum held a seminar on the health
issues facing fishermen and the lack
of affordable health insurance for the
self-employed; Burson brought her
public health students to attend. Two
state public health nurses were at the

USM School of Nursing students provide health screening to fishermen and their
families at the annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum. Photo by Mike Young.

forum that year doing blood pressure
screenings. Burson experienced
an “ah ha!” moment. “That was
our community right there, the
fishermen,” she recalled thinking. So
she approached forum organizers
about offering additional health
screenings at the next Fishermen’s
Forum.
Since that time, USM nursing
students have organized the threeday health clinic, raised funds for the
tests provided, and staffed the clinic
each year. The clinic’s services have
expanded in response to participants’
requests, Burson said. “For example,
tetanus shots. We had repeated
requests for tetanus shots so now
we bring them. Glucose screening is
also very popular,” she said. Currently
the health clinic offers free blood
pressure checks, glucose screening,
cholesterol screening and Tdap
(tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis)
vaccines.
If the students find a reading that
is out of the normal range, they will
tell the person and suggest he or she
receive treatment from their primary
care physician. If, as is often the case,
the person doesn’t have a doctor or
health insurance, they provide a list
of available medical providers, such
as free clinics, in the area.
“Some people are hesitant to come
in because they just don’t want to
know,” said Steve Leighton, a nursing
student taking part in the Casco

E  
 
SINK
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Bay Partnership. He attended the
Fishermen’s Forum health clinic in
2013 and will be there again this year.
“We see mostly high blood pressure
readings,
elevated
cholesterol
levels and low HDL levels,” Burson
commented. “It’s important. About
50 percent of the people we screen
don’t know that they have anything
wrong with them. We tell them they
need to make an appointment [with
their doctor]. Sometimes we make
them make the appointment right
there.”
Three years ago skin cancer screening
was added to the roster of services
offered at the Fishermen’s Forum.
Burson speaks with pride about this
service, which is done on Saturday.
“They have always found a melanoma
[during the weekend],” she noted.
Long Island lobsterman Steve Train
helped get the pro bono services of a
Portland dermatologist for the clinic.
Train first persuaded dermatologist
Michael Taylor of Portland to attend
the clinic. Train himself underwent
a skin cancer check that year and
was told that he had something
abnormal. His primary care doctor
referred him to Dr. Ken Galeckas
of InterMed, also in Portland. “He
wanted to know who spotted my
problem area. When I told him about
the Forum clinic, he wanted in,” Train
explained. For the past two years, the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association has
donated funds to support the skin
cancer screenings.

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

Back in Portland, the 20 students in
the Casco Bay Partnerhsip spend time
on Cliff, Long, and Chebeague Islands
meeting with residents to learn what
the health needs might be. They
organize fundraising events to raise
the funds for tests and equipment
which, Burson emphasized, are a
core element of public health nursing
in this country. They hold flu shot
clinics on the islands in the fall or
conduct school health education
programs in the elementary schools.
They even gave out flu shots to
patrons at Becky’s Diner, where many
Portland fishermen eat, last fall.
Several years ago residents of Orr’s
Island asked Burson to hold a health
clinic in their area. “There are many
people on Orr’s Island who do not
leave the island but once in six
months, and then only to go in to
Brunswick,” Burson explained. “So
now we do a health screening and
flu shot clinic at the Harpswell Town
Center in the fall.”
Given the hazardous nature of
fishing and many fishermen’s lack of
any health insurance or health care,
the importance of the Casco Bay
Fishing and Islands Partnership can’t
be underestimated. But, according
to Burson, it’s also a remarkable
experience for her students.
“Everywhere we go they are happy to
see us. It’s very different than nursing
in an acute care setting. It’s a very
different experience talking with
someone for ten or fifteen minutes to
find out what’s going on,” she said.
Leighton feels honored to take part
in the work. “You get a vast amount of
education as to what it’s like to work
with the public who have limited
resources and how to find help for
them. You become an advocate of
sorts,” he said.

All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT

Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pailss

www.bessybait.com
Highest quality ropes made in Maine
6XSHU6LQN6WHHO/LQHU(DV\3XOO)ORDW5RSHV
E   
2  6 

Phone: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849
Email: info@bessybait.com
Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 rear Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!
Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.

Approved
Maine Labeling
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THE BUSINESS OF LOBSTERING:

By Melissa Waterman
In Maine each lobsterman is owner
and operator of his own boat and
his own business. He or she does not
work for a large fishing company or
corporation. A Maine lobsterman is a
small businessman, responsible for the
many financial and regulatory details
that all small businesspeople must
face. Many Maine lobstermen have
become aware that to be successful
as small business owners requires a
wealth of knowledge, not of the tides
and weather, but of accounting, tax
law, and business management. This
month Landings continues its new
series focusing on business topics for
lobstermen.

Perhaps being a sole proprietor
makes you a little uncomfortable.
“The main reason to incorporate
is liability,” explained David Hill,
a certified business counselor at
Coastal Enterprises Inc. in Wiscasset.
“If a business is a sole proprietorship,
the owner can be sued personally if,
let’s say, you run into a dock or cause
some sort of property damage.”

A clear benefit of
incorporating is that
the corporation’s
owners generally have
limited liability for
any company debts or
injury claims.

The simplest form of business
organization is to be a sole proprietor.
You make all the decisions about
where and when to set your traps
and what gear to buy, and accrue all
the profits from the business. Those
profits, however, are taxed at the

So now you are thinking about
setting up a business corporation.
A corporation is a legal entity
registered with the state. It must have
a board of directors and officers and
can have stockholders. “There are
costs associated with setting up any

MMA RECEIVES ROCKWEED
RESEARCH GRANT

“We know these two foundational
species
are
important
and
utilized resources in near-shore
environments,” said Dr. Muhlin, “but
we want to learn more about their
role in the food web. These seaweeds
are so constantly under our feet we
barely notice them, but they are
vitally important to the intertidal
ecosystem.”
Field research will focus on
characterizing the near-shore food
web to understand which organisms
feed on rockweed reproductive
material. This research will include
collaboration with Dr. Kenneth H.
Dunton of the University of Texas at
Austin. Dr. Dunton is one of the world’s
leading specialists in stable isotope
ecology. Dr. Brian Beal, Professor of
Marine Ecology at the University of

Production Deduction. “If you are in
an activity of producing, extracting,
growing
or
manufacturing
something, you can deduct 9% of
your income, which in the case of a
lobsterman can be quite significant,”
Williams explained. In addition, the
net income of an S corporation is not
subject to the self-employment tax
that a sole proprietor must pay.

federal income tax rates plus the selfemployment rate (15.3% for the first
$133,700 earned in 2013). In addition,
your personal and business assets,
such as your house and boat, are at
risk in case of calamity or business
failure.

Among all the issues facing a Maine
lobsterman – the increasing cost of
bait and fuel, vagaries of price and
weather, right whale regulations –
thinking about the pros and cons of
incorporation probably isn’t on the
top of the list. Yet the benefits of being
a duly recognized business entity are
many. The real question is what form
that business should take.

The Maine Maritime Academy has
received a $93,605 research grant from
the Maine Economic Improvement
Fund Small Campus Initiative to
conduct rockweed research. Dr.
Jessica Muhlin, Associate Professor of
Marine Biology, will direct the project
to conduct field and laboratory
research on two types of seaweed:
commercially harvested Ascophyllum
nodosum and the prevalent Fucus
vesiculosus in order to understand
their contributions to the near-shore
food web and ecosystem.

Why incorporate?

Maine at Machias, will collaborate on
lab research to learn the importance
of the two rockweeds’ reproductive
material to the Mytilus edulis (blue
mussel) diet. The 18-month research
project will involve students from
Maine Maritime Academy and the
University of Maine at Machias.
Proposed locations for field research
include Holbrook Island, Schoodic
Point and Great Wass Island.
The goal of the research is to
inform the scientific community
and policy managers, such as the
Maine Department of Marine
Resources, of the contribution of
surplus reproductive material for
commercially-harvested rockweed;
provide insight into rearing M. edulis
in shellfish hatcheries; and provide
substantial preliminary data for a
competitive submission for federal
funds.
“Maine Maritime Academy’s Ocean
Studies program has offered faculty
and students the opportunity to
conduct intertidal research over the
past 25 years,” said Dr. John Barlow,
Vice President for Academic Affairs.
“We are excited to lead this project,
which could have significant impact
on the knowledge base and on marine
management locally and regionally.”

separate corporate entity,” explained
David Williams, head of the Williams
CPA Group in Rockport. “You must
file a separate tax return and make
an annual filing to the state, among
other things.”
A clear benefit of incorporating,
however, is that the corporation’s
owners generally have limited
liability for any company debts or
injury claims. Limited liability means
the corporation’s owners can’t be
held financially responsible for more
than their individual investments in
the company.
A business may take the form of a C
corporation, an S corporation, which
is named after Subchapter S of the
Internal Revenue Code, or a limited
liability company, called an LLC.
C corporations tend to be larger
businesses, with many employees
and large revenue streams. An
S corporation generally is a
smaller business, with a limited
number of shareholders who
are not personally liable for the
actions of the corporation. In an S
corporation, the active owners must
pay themselves reasonable salaries
and all shareholders may receive
distributions from any profits the
corporation may earn.
An LLC means just that: the owners
of the company have limited liability
in case of debts or judgments against
the company. Calendar Islands
Maine Lobster in Portland, which
was founded and is owned by 39
Chebeague Island lobstermen, is
an LLC. “An LLC is a secure form of
business, and not complicated to do.
The profits flow to its members,” said
one midcoast lobster wharf business
manager, who wished not to be
named. “Also, the members can’t be
held liable.”
All corporations must pay a
corporate income tax. But in an LLC
and an S corporation, the profits and
losses accrue to the owners, who
pay taxes based on their individual
personal income tax rates. Both LLCs
and S corporations can also deduct
expenses, such as travel, phone bills,
vehicle expenses, and health care
premiums.
According to Williams, many
lobstermen and other small business
owners fail to take the Section 199
tax deduction on their income tax
form, called the Domestic Activities

Creating an S corporation or an
LLC is not difficult. “Theoretically,
you can set these up yourself,” Hill
said. “For an S corporation you file
incorporation papers with the Maine
Secretary of State, which costs $165.
Then you file with the IRS. An LLC is
more complicated and you generally
use a lawyer.”
Many younger lobstermen have set
up S corporations for their business.
“They run all their expenses through
the corporation,” explained the wharf
business manager. “Some may pay
themselves a salary but that means
they have to file quarterly tax returns.
It’s cheaper just to take a draw from
the business.”
Hill, who worked with many
lobstermen through the federal
Trade
Adjustment
Assistance
program in 2012 and 2013, thinks
that between one-third and one-half
of lobstermen he has had contact
with are incorporated. “Everyone’s
personal situation is different. If you
don’t have a nickel to your name, you
probably don’t have much to worry
about,” he said. “But if you have lots
of family land or other assets, you
definitely had better think about
incorporating.”
Robert Wood, a contributor writing
for Forbes magazine, states, “C vs. S
status is all about taxes. File a one
page ‘S election’ with the IRS and it
is taxed almost like a partnership or
LLC. Income from a C corporation is
taxed twice. The corporation pays tax
on its net income. Then, shareholders
also pay tax on distributions. Income
from an S corporation is taxed once
at the shareholder level… Usually,
C corporations make no sense for
small businesses due to double tax
on income and on proceeds of sale.
Besides, if you incur losses, you want
to claim them personally, favoring an
S.”
Fewer tax-free fringe benefits may
be provided to shareholders of S
corporations than to shareholders
of C corporations. Some lobstermen
are finding that as they get closer
to retirement age or are sending
children off to college, a C corporation
may offer some advantages in
terms of increasing those tax-free
contributions. As Wood recommends
in Forbes, “Whatever you do, get
some advice, and pay attention to the
tax rules.”
Next month:
insurance

the benefits of good
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MAINE LOBSTER MARKETING COLLABORATIVE UPDATE
By Marianne Lacroix
Maine lobster is sure to be at the top
of seafood buyers’ minds at Seafood
Expo North America ( formerly the
International Boston Seafood Show)
– the largest seafood trade event in
North America, coming up March
16 to 18. Through some creative
programming, the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) is
enhancing Maine lobster’s presence
at the show. Our goal is to increase
awareness of Maine lobster while
communicating important brand
values to buyers. To accomplish this,
MLMC is hosting a Maine Lobster
Pavilion, an educational seminar, a
buyers’ reception and a Master Class
on lobster.
Maine Lobster Pavilion
The Maine Lobster Pavilion gives
Maine lobster a solid presence on
the show floor by grouping Maine
companies together in one area, as
well as offering special promotional
opportunities available only to
Pavilion exhibitors. This year, four to
six companies will exhibit together
under the Maine Lobster banner.
Each company has the opportunity
to promote its own brand and
products while benefiting from the
increased exposure that the Pavilion
provides. MLMC participates by

promoting Maine lobster’s brand
values and directing buyers to
Maine lobster dealers at the show.
The Pavilion will also include the
Maine Lobster lounge, a great place
for quiet meetings among attendees
and companies. Make sure to visit
the Maine Lobster Pavilion at Booth
#2033.
Maine Lobster: Trap to Table
MLMC will host an educational
seminar for seafood buyers for
the first time. Surveys have shown
that buyers want more educational
opportunities at the show, so MLMC
is responding to that need. Industry
experts will present a “Trap to
Table” seminar on Maine lobster,
highlighting resource management,
sustainability measures, quality
controls, best handling practices and
more. Dealers have the opportunity
to provide samples of their products
to the audience during the seminar.
Maine Lobster Reception
The Maine Lobster Reception
provides dealers and buyers a
relaxed atmosphere in which to
meet and mingle off the show floor.
MLMC has a recruitment campaign
in place to ensure that qualified
national and international buyers
attend the reception. We know that
buyers attending the reception are

5TH ANNUAL MLA PHOTO CONTEST
PHOTOS SHOULD ANSWER THE QUESTION:
Lobstermen,
what do you do
when you are NOT ﬁshing?

interested in learning more about
Maine lobster, and that they want
to learn first-hand about the source
of their products. We encourage all
Maine lobster dealers and harvesters
who are in Boston for the show to
attend the reception.
American Lobster Master Class
For the first time, Diversified
Communications is offering their
popular Master Class series at
Seafood Expo North America. These
educational workshops provide
attendees
information
about
different species of seafood. The
programs focus on the biology and
natural history of different types
of fish and crustaceans, unlike
the promotional programs that
concentrate on products. MLMC is
working together with the Lobster
Council of Canada to recommend
speakers and help provide content
for the class. The Master Class will
include an educational presentation
as well as a chef-presented cooking
demonstration. Tasting samples will
be provided to the audience.
Experience SENA 2014
Seafood Expo North America attracts
over 19,000 attendees and 1,000
exhibitors. Attending the show is a
great way to catch a glimpse of the

world of seafood offerings available
to buyers and see the marketing
approaches being used to promote
different species and brands. MLMC
can provide complimentary tickets
to Maine dealers and fishermen
who plan to attend the show. Please
contact us at 207-541-9310 or info@
lobsterfrommaine.com for tickets.

SEAFOOD EXPO NORTH
AMERICA
March 16-18
Maine Lobster Trap to Table
Monday, March 17, from 9-9:45
a.m., Boston Convention &
Exhibition Center.
Maine Lobster Reception
Monday, March 17, from 5:307:30 p.m., Exchange Conference
Center on the Boston Fish Pier.
American Lobster Master Class
Sunday, March 16, from 11 a.m.noon, Boston Convention &
Exhibition Center, Demonstration
Stage on the show floor.

&#8+&'60+'4$1#6$41-'4#)'
Specializing in quality, well-maintained
commercial and recreational vessels
2002 LASH 44’ FISHING VESSEL
&$7H[FHOOHQWFRQGLWLRQPDVVLYH
YHVVHOKHDYLO\EXLOWVSOLWZKHHOKRXVH
EHUWKVDQGJDOOH\EHORZGHFNÀVKKROGV
SUHVHQWO\OREVWHULQJEXWTXLWHVXLWDEOHIRU
DYDULHW\RIFRPPHUFLDOXVHV

Categories:
~ On land or on sea ~ At home or away
~ With your friends or by yourself.

1978 JC 31’ LOBSTER BOAT
&XPPLQV%7$+3ZLWKRQO\
KRXUVYHU\ZHOOPDLQWDLQHGYHVVHO
IURPDZHOOUHVSHFWHGEXLOGHU3ULFH
LQFOXGHVDIXOOWUDSJDQJRIJHDULQ
YHU\JRRGFRQGLWLRQDQGUHDG\WRÀVK
([FHOOHQWRSSRUWXQLW\WRHQWHURUJR
ELJJHULQÀVKHU\ZLWKDIXOO\HTXLSSHG
WRSTXDOLW\HFRQRPLFDORSHUDWLRQ


2004 HOLLAND 38’ FISHING VESSEL
Photo by John DeRaps 2013

Rules for submission: Please
2013 winners are not eligible
email your photos by February
to enter in the 2014 contest;
15 to melissa@mainelobsterWinning photos will be remen.org or mail a print to 33
produced in color OR black &
Grove St., Rockland, ME 04841. white; Contestants may submit
We will return all photos at the
ONE picture in each category
end of the contest.
for a total of THREE entries; do
not submit multiple images in
individual categories.

An exceptionally well-built and well cared
IRURQHRZQHUHIÀFLHQWÀVKLQJPDFKLQH
&$7(ZLWKKRXUV)XOO\HTXLSSHG
LQDOOZD\V3HUIHFWIRUWXQDOREVWHUVSRUWÀVKLQJFKDUWHUÀVKLQJFUXLVLQJHQIRUFHPHQWUHVHDUFKRUDQ\QXPEHURIRWKHU
DFWLYLWLHVWKDWUHTXLUHDVHULRXVVHDZRUWK\
DQGSURYHQERDW

:$17('4XDOLW\ZHOOPDLQWDLQHGÀVKLQJYHVVHOVWRVHOO
.LWWHU\WR&DPGHQ
&RQWDFW'DYLGGLUHFWO\DWRUGDYLG#HWQLHUERDWVFRP

9LVLWXVDWZZZHWQLHUERDWVFRP
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DMR ADJUDICATION REPORT: AUGUST - DECEMBER 2013
Last Name

First
Name

Town

Violation Description

Adjud.
Date

Adjud. Decision
Fine
code

AMES

JAMESON

SPRUCE HEAD

AMES

JAMESON

SPRUCE HEAD

FISHING FOR LOBSTERS WITHOUT A VALID LICENSE

03-Sep-2013

500.00

G

FISHING TEN UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS

18-Nov-2013

800.00

DEF

ANDERSON

HERMAN

COREA

POSSESSING FOUR SHORT LOBSTERS

BATTIS

STEVE

HANCOCK

ENGAGED IN L/C FISHING WITHOUT A CLASS II LICENSE

16-Sep-2013

900.00

G

03-Sep-2013

500.00

G

COLLAMORE

NORMAND

FRIENDSHIP

FISHING FOUR UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS

22-Oct-2013

200.00

G

CURTIS

OSBORN

BOOTHBAY HARBOR

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER TRAPS MORE THAN 30 DAYS

11-Dec-2013

200.00

G

DELAGE

DENIS

SACO

POSSESSION OF FOUR V-NOTCHED LOBSTERS

19-Dec-2013

NULL

FILE

DELFRATE

ROBERT

TENANTS HARBOR

FISHING FROM AN UNREGISTERED VESSEL

28-Oct-2013

310.00

DEF

DOW

WADE

BROOKLIN

POSSESSION OF 4 SHORT LOBSTERS

08-Oct-2013

900.00

G

DOW

WADE

BROOKLIN

POSSESSION OF 3 MUTILATED LOBSTERS

08-Oct-2013

800.00

G

EARL

DAVID

SOUTH THOMASTON

FISHING 13 UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS

18-Nov-2013

900.00

G

EATON

KENNETH

CASTINE

POSSESSION OF THREE SHORT LOBSTERS

03-Sep-2013

800.00

G

FARNHAM

ADAM

EAST BOOTHBAY

POSSESSION OF SEVEN SHORT LOBSTERS

13-Nov-2013

900.00

G

GENTHNER

GARY

BREMEN

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS - SEIZED TWO TRAPS

13-Nov-2013

310.00

G

GRAY

WILLIAM

DEER ISLE

FISHING WITHOUT A CLASS 3 LICENSE

05-Nov-2013

500.00

G

GRAY

THEODORE

ORLAND

POSSESSION OF FOUR SHORT LOBSTERS

08-Oct-2013

900.00

G

HEANSSLER

CALEB

DEER ISLE

HAULING LOBSTER TRAPS DURING A CLOSED PERIOD

03-Dec-2013

250.00

G

HOOPER

TREVOR

GOULDSBORO

POSSESSION OF ONE EGG-BEARING FEMALE LOBSTER

03-Sep-2013

1200.00

G

HOUSE

ANDREW

SOUTH BRISTOL

POSSESSION OF ONE OVERSIZED LOBSTER

07-Nov-2013

600.00

G

HUTCHINSON

BLAINE

DEER ISLE

POSSESSION OF NINE SHORT LOBSTERS

08-Oct-2013

1800.00

G

JORDAN

DAVID

GOULDSBORO

POSSESSION OF ONE OVERSIZED LOBSTER

03-Sep-2013

600.00

G

LEEMAN

JERRY

ORRS ISLAND

POSSESSION OF 127 LOBSTERS TAKEN BY UNCONVENTIONAL METHODS

15-Nov-2013

3400.00

G

LEEMAN

JERRY

ORRS ISLAND

POSSESSION OF 127 LOBSTERS ON A VESSEL RIGGED FOR DRAGGING

15-Nov-2013

1600.00

G

MCDONALD

JAMES

VINALHAVEN

LOBSTER CLASS 2 LIMITATION

18-Nov-2013

500.00

G

MCLENNAN

THOMAS

SOUTH THOMASTON

LOBSTER FISHING DURING CLOSED PERIODS

09-Dec-2013

250.00

G

MERCHANT

BRUCE

SULLIVAN

LOBSTER AND CRAB FISHING WITHOUT A LICENSE

13-Dec-2013

NULL

DISM

MERCHANT

BRUCE

SULLIVAN

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER TRAPS

13-Dec-2013

NULL

DISM

MURDOCK

DANIEL

PORT CLYDE

POSSESSION OF 7 V-NOTCH MUTILATED LOBSTERS

28-Oct-2013

1400.00

G

NEVELLS

MARK

STONINGTON

POSSESSION OF 3 SHORT LOBSTERS

07-Nov-2013

800.00

G

NORWOOD

ROBERT

ORRS ISLAND

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR FOR MORE THAN 30 DAYS

09-Sep-2013

250.00

G

PHILBROOK

JUSTIN

OWLS HEAD

LOBSTER FISHING DURING CLOSED PERIODS

09-Dec-2013

250.00

G

POST

ALAN

SOUTH THOMASTON

HAULING GEAR MORE THAN HALF AN HOUR BEFORE SUNRISE

09-Dec-2013

250.00

G

ROBBINS

RICKY

BLUE HILL

FISHING LOBSTERS/CRAB WITHOUT A LICENSE

05-Nov-2013

500.00

G

ROBBINS

RICKY

BLUE HILL

FISHING 10 UNTAGGED TRAPS

05-Nov-2013

750.00

G

ROGERS

JON

ORRS ISLAND

FISHING UNTAGGED GEAR - FIVE TRAPS

12-Sep-2013

500.00

G

STAPLES

JOSEPH

SWANS ISLAND

SELLING ONE V-NOTCH LOBSTER

09-Sep-2013

740.00

G

TARBOX

BRIAN

SPRUCE HEAD

HAULING GEAR OVER HALF AN HOUR BEFORE SUNRISE

12-Dec-2013

250.00

G

TARBOX

SAMUEL

SPRUCE HEAD

HAULING GEAR MORE THAN HALF AN HOUR BEFORE SUNRISE

13-Dec-2013

250.00

G

THYE

LUKE

BUCKSPORT

POSSESSION OF TWO V-NOTCHED LOBSTERS

01-Nov-2013

700.00

G

TORREY

PHILLIP

WINTER HARBOR

FISHING L/D TRAPS FROM UNDECLARED VESSEL

03-Sep-2013

250.00

DEF

TYLER

KYLE

BLUE HILL

POSSESSION OF 29 SHORT LOBSTERS

12-Nov-2013

5300.00

G

TYLER

KYLE

BLUE HILL

POSSESSION OF 1 EGG-BEARING LOBSTER

12-Nov-2013

NULL

DISM

VOGELL

SCOTT

CASTINE

POSSESSION OF ONE SHORT LOBSTER

08-Oct-2013

600.00

G

VOGELL

SCOTT

CASTINE

POSSESSION OF ONE EGG-BEARING LOBSTER

08-Oct-2013

1200.00

G

WATKIS

JOSHUA

ALNA

POSSESSION OF FOUR SHORT LOBSTERS

19-Sep-2013

1000.00

G

WILLIAMS

DONALD

OWLS HEAD

LOBSTER FISHING DURING CLOSED PERIODS

09-Dec-2013

250.00

G

WOOD

NICHOLAS

MACHIASPORT

POSSESSION OF THREE SHORT LOBSTERS

04-Sep-2013

800.00

G

DMR Decision code: G =guilty, DISM = dismissed, DEF = deferred

P.E.I. continued from page 1

The purpose of the meeting was to
discuss measures that could be taken
to benefit all lobstermen. “We came
up with five prioritized actions that
all agreed on,” said McCarron. Among
those was creation of a North Atlantic
lobster harvester group, members of
which would be drawn from already
existing organizations in the region.
“It would be a loose association,
basically to share information,”
McCarron continued. “It would help
us all get beyond the rumors and
really improve communications.”
Another measure would be to
improve understanding of how the
markets are behaving at any given
time. Sharing that information on
both sides of the border would help
build transparency in supply and

demand for North Atlantic lobster.
While there were specific action
items to come from the meeting,
the more important result was
intangible, according to McCarron.
“You get a bunch of people in the
room who don’t know each other but
instantly they get along. The amount
of common interest was striking.
There was a lot of mutual respect,”
she commented.
“Better
collaboration
among
lobstermen will be good to see,”
added Jim Dow, vice-president of the
MLA. “They have all the same issues
we have. We need to stay in contact
and know what the Canadians are
doing, when their seasons open and
so forth.”

Maine appears to be ahead of the
game in certain aspects of brand
development and market expansion,
McCarron said. “The MLA monitors
the price paid for lobster each week.
The Maine fishery received Marine
Stewardship Council certification
last year. We have the new Maine
Lobster Marketing Collaborative to
build consumer demand,” McCarron
said. “It was empowering to see that
we are doing many of the right things
here in Maine.”
Perhaps coincidentally, during the
course of the two-day meeting the
fisheries ministers of the Maritime
Provinces announced that a Lobster
Value Recovery Summit will be held
on March 26 and 27. The summit will
focus on the key recommendations

put forth in the Maritime Lobster
Panel report, released in November,
and the changes necessary to
strengthen the lobster industry.
As the meeting closed, PEIFA
president McGeoghegan struck an
optimistic note. “As an industry, we
need to recognize that markets are
international. The conversations
started here today can help us to
better address the common issues
facing fishers on both sides of the
border,” he said.
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LOST BUOYS RETRIEVED BY VOLUNTEERS
by Maria Jenness
Stewardship Manager, Maine Island
Trail Association
Ask any lobstermen, and they are
likely to express the same frustration
about the ongoing issue of losing
buoys due to weather or being cut
by propellers. Often the buoys wind
up on islands, either stuck on remote
ledges or hung up like ornaments
on shoreline tree branches. There
is a slight chance that they wind up
where they can be seen from the
water, but it’s not likely a location
anyone would want to bring a boat to
shore. Even if you could get to them,
who has time to chase down all these
lost buoys?
It turns out there is already a
dedicated corps of people who spend
time cleaning the shorelines of these
places that are hard to access on
larger boats. Every year, the Maine
Island Trail Association (MITA)
hosts cleanups that bring over 200
volunteers out to clean the shorelines
of islands along the Trail.

As part of this, MITA hosts ten to
twelve large-scale regional cleanups
annually, typically involving twenty or
more volunteers each and removing
upwards of 50 bags of trash in a single
day.
MITA volunteers inevitably come
across lobster buoys, but due to
lobster gear molestation laws, have
left behind any buoys that they find.
Of these found buoys, some are
mangled beyond repair, but many are
salvageable. It can be disheartening
for the volunteers, who care deeply
about the work they are doing, to
leave buoys in places where they
know they are unlikely to ever be
retrieved. While the volunteers are
primarily not fishermen themselves,
they recognize what lost buoys
represent to lobstermen, specifically
the financial burden.
In an effort to engage these volunteers
with recovering lost lobster buoys,
MITA started a buoy return program
in the fall of 2012. I have worked with

The Maine Island Trail comprises
more than 200 sites from Kittery
to Cobscook Bay open to small
boaters for low-impact recreation.
The sites are owned by private and
public individuals and organizations,
and are managed in partnership
with MITA. In exchange for island
access, MITA provides stewardship.

the Department of Marine Resources
Marine Patrol Office to obtain
permission to remove buoys during
island cleanups.
Marine Patrol has developed a
system to return salvageable buoys
to their rightful owners. Working
with local harbormasters, Marine
Patrol identified locations where
buoys could be left for retrieval
by local lobstermen. These were
primarily at fish piers or outside
the harbormasters’ offices. It was
essential that they be central
locations where lobstermen would
find the buoys, and also where the
property owner wouldn’t mind a pile
of buoys for a few days. On a single
cleanup, for example, volunteers may
find as many as 80 salvageable buoys
from a handful of islands.
There have been some great success
stories resulting from these efforts.
In Stonington, MITA volunteers
met lobstermen at the dock when
they were dropping off buoys. The
lobstermen immediately started
sorting the buoys by owner, and all
expressed their appreciation for the
work the cleanup volunteers were
doing. Some even asked if volunteers
could bring in broken buoys too so
they could make toggles out of them.
While MITA is continuing to build
relationships with Marine Patrol and
local harbormasters, we also want

Photos courtesy of MITA.

to connect with lobstermen directly.
The success of the program relies not
only on volunteers bringing buoys in,
but on lobstermen retrieving them as
well. MITA is looking for assistance
in spreading the word throughout
the fishing community about its
efforts. If lobstermen don’t know that
buoys are being brought in or where
they are being left, they are unlikely
to get them back. That retrieval piece
is critical to the program’s success.
Please contact MITA to let us know
what you think of these efforts. You
can talk to your local harbormaster
or fish pier manager to find out if
MITA has been in contact with them
and if so, if there is a local drop-off
spot. In some locations along the
coast, MITA has struggled to find
good places to leave the buoys for
pick-up. To provide feedback, ask
questions or discuss the program,
contact Maria Jenness, MITA’s
Stewardship Manager, at 207-7618225 or stewards@mita.org.
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Steneck continued from page 7

and their environment. Expanding
the research to the entire Maine
coast, Steneck realized that juvenile
lobsters were found specifically in
cobblestone sea floors while the
adolescent lobsters were primarily in
the crevices of boulder fields. “Only
about 2 to 10 percent of the coast
has the nursery area, cobble stone
seafloor, that the juvenile lobsters
need,” Steneck said. Steneck and his
team provided new data on links
between where lobsters spawned,
settled, and grew to maturity and
the steadily increasing landing rates
along the coast. Steneck’s lobster
research was recognized by the Pew
Charitable Trust’s Program in Marine
Conservation which named him a
fellow in 1998. “I think that what was
most important [about the lobster
research] was that we were applying
traditional experimental ecology to
a managed species. Prior to this, it
was just counting females, eggs and
recruitment,” Steneck noted.
After years of data gathering and
analysis, Steneck discerned a shift in
the abundance of lobsters along the
Maine coast. Where once Casco Bay
and surrounding areas led the state
in landings, Knox County eventually
took over that rank. Then, slowly,
it was Hancock County’s turn to
lead the state in lobster landings.
Steneck and colleagues concluded
that lobster density along the coast
was not uniform: there were “hot”
and “cold” spots. They published a
paper in 2001 that correlated local
settlement to local landings and
noted that the peak abundance for
lobsters was inexorably moving from
the west to the east.

“The one thing about taking an
ecological approach to lobster
management is the ability to see
something on the horizon,” Steneck
commented.
“These
predictive
indices hadn’t been done before.”
What Steneck’s research predicted
appears to have come true: lobster
abundance in Maine has never been
so great, particularly in the eastern
region of the coast. And that, in turn,
has led to a new problem.
In 2011, Steneck and several coauthors published “Creation of a
Gilded Trap by the High Economic
Value of the Maine Lobster Fishery”
in Conservation Biology journal. In
that paper, Steneck argued that
Maine’s lobster fishermen exist in a
gilded trap, an economic situation
in which the high abundance of
lobsters coupled with the lack of
other fishing opportunities renders it
nearly impossible for lobstermen to
reduce effort. If lobster populations
should diminish, due to natural or
human factors, the economic and
social consequences to the coastal
communities that rely on lobstering
would be dire.
Rick Wahle, once a graduate student
of Steneck’s, now a University of
Maine professor of zoology himself,
began a lobster settlement index in
1989 while studying under Steneck.
The index tracks the settlement
density of lobsters throughout the
Northeastern United States and
Atlantic Canada. His annual report
on the state of lobster settlement
in this broad region indicated high
levels of settlement in the colder Gulf
of Maine waters in the early 2000s,

Steneck’s current research suggests that the removal of parrotfish from the coral
reef ecosystem seems to have a negative effect on the corals’ ability to rebound from
environmental disturbance. Photo by Bob Steneck.

settlement rates that correlated
to the staggering jump in Maine
landings during the latter part
of that decade. However, Wahle’s
findings from 2010 to 2012 suggest
that juvenile settlement rates have
dropped, in some cases markedly,
in the previously rich midcoast and
eastern Maine areas.
What the future holds for Gulf of
Maine lobsters Steneck cannot
predict. Currently on a one-year
sabbatical, he is once again studying
corraline algae in the Caribbean,
specifically looking at how juvenile
coral settle and grow on reefs and
why coral reefs are so slow to come
back from disturbance. “It turns out
that it isn’t pollution and run-off,
as everyone said, but parrotfish,”

Steneck explained enthusiastically.
“The parrotfish keep the seaweeds
down on the coral. If you have
parrotfish, the coral do well.” After
returning to Maine in the spring,
Steneck is off on a National Science
Foundation research cruise to the
Aleutian Islands off Alaska to study
corraline algae particular to that area
which live for thousands of years The
species may hold clues to climate
change and ocean acidification.
“It’s the same genus I first worked
on off Pemaquid long ago,” Steneck
said. He takes pleasure in the data
he has contributed both in Maine
and elsewhere in the world. “I never
wanted to be a practitioner,” Steneck
mused. “I always wanted to be an
explorer, to fill in real information
gaps.”

Forum continued from page 1

stream by providing opportunities
for tourists to learn about fishing. “It’s
not just taking tourists out for a ride
on a boat,” explained Dana Morse, Sea
Grant extension specialist. “You have
to ensure their safety, make sure you
meet all the Coast Guard regulations,
and actually provide them a good
learning experience.” Members
of the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative, created by the state
Legislature in 2013 to replace the
Maine Lobster Promotion Council,
will talk about the new organization
and its three year work plan at a
10:30 a.m. panel presentation on
Friday. The purpose of the elevenmember MLMC is to improve the
price paid to lobstermen for their
catch by improving recognition of
Maine lobster in the marketplace and
building consumer demand.
At the same time, the MLA and New
England Aquarium staff will discuss
the results of research conducted last
year on various colors of groundline
used with lobster traps in Maine and
Massachusetts. The purpose of the
research was to determine if right
whales could see certain color rope
and avoid it. If so, lobstermen could
help the whales avoid becoming
entangled in gear with little financial
cost to themselves. Another topic

slated for Friday morning is the New
England Fisheries Management
Council’s deliberations on Habitat
Omnibus Amendment 2. The
proposed amendment is in response
to the federal Sustainable Fisheries
Act which called for the Council to
protect essential fish habitat areas in
the Gulf of Maine and Georges Bank
for all managed species: American
plaice, Atlantic cod, Atlantic halibut,
Atlantic herring, Atlantic sea scallop,
Atlantic wolffish, barndoor skate,
clearnose skate, deep‐sea red crab,
haddock, little skate, monkfish,
ocean pout, offshore hake, pollock,
redfish, red hake, rosette skate, silver
hake, smooth skate, thorny skate,
white hake, windowpane flounder,
winter flounder, winter skate, witch
flounder, and yellowtail flounder. As
the title of the seminar states: “This
Could Change Where You Fish!”
Later that afternoon, lobstermen and
other fishermen can learn more about
the benefits of Marine Stewardship
Council sustainability certification.
The Maine lobster fishery received
certification in March, 2013; the U.S.
scallop fishery was recently certified
as well. Consumers increasingly are
purchasing seafood that they know
is being managed sustainably. As the
title of the Forum workshop suggests,

fishermen and business leaders need
to learn “How to Take Advantage of
What [MSC certification] Can Offer.”
On Saturday, the final day of the
Forum, the Alewife Harvesters of
Maine will hold its annual meeting
in the morning as will the Maine
Lobster Boat Racing Association.
Scientists from the Department of
Marine Resources will speak about
the state of the Maine lobster industry
and possible changes to the licensing
system. The hot topic of the morning
will be the threats posed by ocean
acidification, which is a result of the
increased level of carbon dioxide
in the world’s atmosphere. The
increased acidity of Maine’s coastal
waters is having an effect on shellfish
and could have a long-term impact
on the state’s lobster populations.
The Forum’s popular Trade Show
will take place on Friday and
Saturday. More than 100 businesses,
organizations, and agencies involved
in the New England fishing industry
will be present at the Trade Show.
On Thursday evening there will be a
Seafood Reception with savory dishes
donated by dozens of Maine’s finest
seafood providers. Friday evening
features the popular Fishermen’s
Forum Auction, hosted again by
former state senator Dennis Damon.

The proceeds of the auction benefit
the Fishermen’s Forum scholarship
fund, which provides $1,000 college
scholarship aid to children from
fishing families. The closing banquet
and dance is held on Saturday night,
during which awards for outstanding
service are given to state officials and
fishermen.
For nearly four decades the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum has been the
place for the diverse sectors of New
England’s fishing industry to meet,
argue and raise a few beers together.
The Forum’s roster of events and
talks this year promises to be as
interesting as ever.

The Forum brings out all members
of New England’s fishing community
for a weekend of learning and
camaraderie. Photo by Mike Young.
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grants. If the project qualifies,
construction would begin in 2016
and be completed in 2017, according
to Ward. In the meantime, permitting
and design work would take place,
as well as meetings and input from
residents of Monhegan and the
Bristol area.
To be eligible for the grants, projects
must demonstrate they can meet
or exceed the European standard
for wind power turbines as well
as reduce electricity generation
costs in order to make the windproduced energy cost-competitive
with other energy sources. Another
consideration is the use of local
materials that lend themselves to
the marine environment. Maine
Aqua Ventus’s turbines use concrete
available in Maine for the platform,
and composites created at the
University of Maine in Orono for the
towers.
“Maine builds lots of concrete
projects, and concrete is more
resistant to corrosion in the marine
environment than steel, which
Europe uses for its platforms,” said
Ward. “Composites are lighter than
steel towers and they’re long-lasting,
so these materials will increase the
life of the platform. We can make
composite towers here, it’s not much
different from making a composite
boat.”

Monhegan lobstermen are concerned
about the location of the proposed
wind turbine. Photo courtesy of
UMaine.

Other challenges also face the project.
Lobstermen, shrimpers and other
residents of the area around Bristol
are concerned about the laying of a 4”
to 6” cable that will deliver electricity
to land and into the electrical grid.
Plans now are for the cable to run to
the Bristol sub-station near Route
130, halfway to Damariscotta.
“It won’t be a last minute decision,”
said Ward. Public meetings have
been held with lobstermen and
residents and more are planned to
discuss the path of the cable. “There
are different ways to get there from
Monhegan, and there are places we
would not lay the cable, places where
it would be most affected by weather,
in the direct path of draggers, or other
obvious problems,” he emphasized. A
public wind power advisory meeting
is planned for January 28 at the New
Harbor Fire Station at 7 p.m.
“I’m all in favor of alternative energy,
but I have concerns. I’m worried
about the cable interfering with
shrimp towing and lobster gear, as
well as how wildlife, birds, will be

affected. I’m also concerned about
the lack of answers we’re getting
from the university,” said Sheila
McLain, daughter of a New Harbor
lobsterman. The towns of Monhegan
and Bristol created working groups of
local citizens to meet with university
representatives. Bristol now has a
web site, Bristol Matters, to keep
citizens informed about the project.
John Murdock is a member of the
Monhegan task force and also a
lobsterman. He feels conflicted. “As a
member of the task force, I’m trying
to keep an open mind. We realize
there may be no way of stopping it,
so it’s best to figure out how to work
with them and get what’s best for
Monhegan ,” he said. Like other island
lobstermen, Murdock is upset that
the Aqua Ventus people have not met
with lobstermen since the project
scope was altered more than a year
ago. In fact, the project changes
were not discussed with other island
residents until recently, he said.
“They came to us with the original
project, but it’s changed drastically.
It was supposed to be the testing of a
platform for a very small turbine that
could be moved out of the area in
lobster season,” said Murdock. “They
never talked about it to us again. Now
it’s two turbines [more than 500] feet
tall.” The chains that will attach the
turbines’ platforms to the anchors
are expected to be four feet tall, he
added.
Monhegan was chosen as the test
site because wind turbines are not
allowed within 10 miles of shore and
Monhegan is more than 10 miles
offshore, but still outside federal
waters, so the project did not have to
apply for federal permits, according to
Murdock. Monhegan offers a shorter
distance to shore for the electrical
cable, which will cost approximately
$2 million per mile, than Matinicus,
the only other location that fits state
requirements.
The test turbines will occupy two
square miles of lobster territory,
said Murdock. The island averages
between 40 and 60 year-round
residents, of whom only eight are
currently lobstermen.
Marian Chioffi is the bookkeeper and
clerk for Monhegan’s power company.
She also serves as co-chair of the
island’s task force. Monhegan, which
now pays the highest power costs in
the country, has been promised free
electricity through the wind project,
but Chioffi says that alone would
not sway island residents. “Anyone
who moves here knows what they’re
signing on for” as far as power costs,
she said.
According to Chioffi, the Aqua Ventus
planners have been cooperative and
forthcoming with information so
far. They are planning to model the
sound expected from the turbines
so residents can hear it in advance,
and will do studies on the effect on
wildlife and tourism. They have also
promised to paint the towers neon
yellow only up to the 55 feet required

by the Coast Guard.
McLain continues to be concerned
about the route the electricity cable
will take once it reaches the mainland.
One path initially discussed brought
the cable by Shaw’s Wharf in New
Harbor, said McLain. “There are more
boats there than anywhere,” she said.
Ward say nothing definite has been
decided about the cable. Its thickness
will be determined by what is stateof-the-art in 2017 when the turbines
are launched, and the route will be
determined not only by the most
cost-effective, direct line to the
substation, but by considerations of
challenges presented by underwater
terrain as well as fishing gear, said
Ward.
“Engineers are looking at the bottom
and the cable. They know there’s
canyons, for instance,” explained Paul
Anderson, director of the Maine
Sea Grant program, who conducted
several meetings about the project
with fishermen this winter. “The
proposed plan...is to place rock
around the spots where it wouldn’t lie
flat and to bury some of it in the mud.
The most obvious concern is mobile
gear. There’s an important shrimp
fishery in Penobscot Bay. We want to
figure out how we can stay away from
the more productive shrimp areas.”
Those involved in the Aqua Ventus
project hope it will lead to a bigger
commercial wind farm further
offshore that ultimately reduces the

cost for electricity. Ward said the final
location of a large farm 10 to 20 miles
offshore would be determined after
a study of shipping channels, fishing
areas and whale habitat, among
other considerations. Key reasons for
developing offshore wind for Maine,
said Ward, include producing energy
and local jobs, getting energy to the
market at competitive prices and not
harming the environment.
Murdock continues to have serious
concerns about what will be
happening off the coast of Maine
in future years. “We (Monhegan
lobstermen) were left out of the loop,”
he said. “Other lobstermen should
get a good jump on it now because
in the next ten years the plan is to
have 80 turbines in 64 square miles in
prime lobster area in federal waters
of the Gulf of Maine.”
For more information:
Bristol Matters
https://sites.google.com/site/
bristolmatters2014/
The Advanced Structures and
Composites Center - University of
Maine
http://composites.umaine.edu
Maine Aqua Ventus
http://maineaquaventus.com/index.
php/faqs
Department of Energy
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/wind/
offshore_demonstration.html
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In the
NEWS
LOBSTER PROCESSOR
EXPANDS CAPACITY

details this increase and the rate
at which U.S. landings have grown
relative to Canada’s.

MARINE PATROL OFFICERS
PROMOTED

Maine Fair Trade Lobster, the lobster
processor that last year took over
operations at the former Stinson
Seafood and Live Lobster plant in
the local village of Prospect Harbor,
is expanding its processing capacity.
It closed the plant in January in order
to do work within the storage and
distribution portion of the facility.

Back in 2003, Canada landed 49,837
metric tons of lobsters and the U.S.
landed 32,515 tons for a combined
catch of 82,352 metric tons. However,
by 2012, Canada landed 71,528 metric
tons with the U.S. close behind at
67,829 for a record high total of
139,357 metric tons.

The Maine Marine Patrol has
recently announced the promotion
of Matthew Talbot, a 12-year veteran
of the bureau, and Tom Hale, a 16year veteran, each to the rank of
Sergeant. Talbot has taken over
the position previously held by
Lieutenant Marlowe Sonksen and is
serving out of Rockland. Hale fills the
York County post previously held by
Sergeant Rob Beal and is based out of
Scarborough.

Maine Fair Trade Lobster said the
project is expected to increase
capacity at the plant by 50 percent.
The Prospect Harbor plant employed
more than 130 people and processed
more than 4 million pounds of lobster
during its first year of operation last
year. The company is a joint operation
between Connecticut-based Garbo
Lobster and East Coast Seafood of
Topsfield, Mass.
GAP BETWEEN U.S.,
CANADA LOBSTER
LANDINGS LESSENING
Canadian and American lobstermen
have seen rising landings on both
sides of the border in recent years.
A new report by the Canadian
Department of Fisheries and Oceans

Based on a 10-year average, 56
percent of total lobster landings
come from Canada and 44 percent
from the United States. The report
noted, however, that the U.S. has
been gaining rapidly. By 2012, the
percentage had changed to 51
percent of total landings coming
from Canada and 49 percent from
the U.S.
The background document noted
that Nova Scotia accounted for 76
percent of the value of all Canadian
live lobster exports in 2012. In terms
of value, 81 percent of Canadian
lobster exports were shipped in
2012 to the United States, followed
by 8 percent to Europe (primarily
Belgium, France and Germany), 4
percent to China and 3 percent to
Japan.

Camden-based folksinger Gordon
Bok, who has been a mainstay of
the folk music scene in Maine and
internationally for many years, will
emcee and likely perform a few of
his favorites at the Portland event.
Joining Bok will be lobsterman and
veteran performer Frank Gotwals,
poet and lobsterman Jack Merrill,
and Sally Woolf-Wade, who has
gone from schooner deckhand to
published poet.
The Maine Maritime Museum seeks
additional poets and musicians who
make a living working on the water
for both performances. Other Maine
mariners interested in sharing their
talents should contact the museum’s
Education Coordinator Jim Nelson by
calling 443-1316, ext. 325.
NEW DIRECTOR AT
AQUACULTURE RESEARCH
INSTITUTE

Tom Hale, left, and Matthew Talbot,
right, have each been promoted to
Sergeant in the Marine Patrol. DMR
photos.

Sergeant Hale has served as a Marine
Patrol Officer since 1997. The majority
of his career has been spent in the
Portland and western Casco Bay
patrol. His new responsibilities as
Sergeant include overseeing the five
Marine Patrol Officers and Specialists
as well as all Marine Patrol assets
in Section I, which stretches from
Kittery to Portland. Sergeant Hale
holds a U.S. Coast Guard Captain
license for 50-ton vessels.
Sergeant Talbot began his career as
an Officer in the Marine Patrol in 2001
and was promoted to Specialist in
2007. As Sergeant, his responsibilities
include overseeing Marine Patrol
Officers and assets in Section IV,
which extends from Thomaston to
the Penobscot River. Sergeant Talbot
holds a U.S. Coast Guard Captain
license for 100 ton vessels and a Mate
license for 200 ton vessels.
VOICES OF THE SEA AT TWO
LOCATIONS IN MARCH

Paul Anderson, director of Maine Sea
Grant, has been appointed the new
director of the Aquaculture Research
Institute (ARI) at the University of
Maine. ARI is a statewide resource
for research, faculty expertise and
facilities dedicated to informing
the development of sustainable
aquaculture.
Anderson has directed the Maine Sea
Grant since 2001, and will continue
in that capacity. During his two-year
appointment as ARI director, which
began December 1, 2013, Anderson
will oversee a strategic planning
effort and an external review of the
institute, and will work to align the
faculty, students and facilities that
are involved in aquaculture-related
research towards common goals.
“This is an important time in the
evolution of aquaculture in the world
and strong science is needed to help
ensure that aquaculture is integrated
in the working waterfront and into
the food systems in an ecologically
sustainable manner,” Anderson said.
UMaine has aquaculture research
facilities in Franklin, at the Darling
Marine Center in Walpole, and in
Orono.

Voices of the Sea will hold
performances on Friday, March 14,
in Bath and on Saturday, March 15, in
Portland. Both events begin at 7 p.m.;
doors open at 6:30. Voices of the Sea
is a performance event coordinated
by Maine Maritime Museum that
showcases the talents of Maine
poets and musicians whose principal
livelihoods are tied to the sea.
“Following the two previous year’s
performances feedback from both
attendees and performers was
extremely positive,” says Jason Morin,
the museum’s director of public
programs. “A recurring comment we
heard was that the event should be
expanded to reach a broader audience
in more locations. That’s our goal this
year and in years to come.”

Paul Anderson began a two-year
term in December as director of
Maine’s Aquaculture Research
Institute. Photo courtesy of Maine
Sea Grant.
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February 3
Questions and Answers about the Affordable
Care Act, 6 - 8 p.m., Massabesic Adult Education,
Waterboro
February 4
MLA Directors Meeting, noon, Darby’s
Restaurant, Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.
February 4-6
ASMFC winter meeting, Alexandria, VA.
Feb. 5-7
Scientific Review Group for Marine Mammals,
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute, MA.
February 6
Public hearing on LD 1678, An Act to Protect
Maine’s Lobster Fishery,1 p.m. Room 214 ,Cross
Office Building, Augusta.

February 27-March 1
Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Rockport, ME.

MLA 60TH ANNUAL MEETING

Health Insurance enrollment workshops, 9
a.m.–5 p.m., Samoset Resort, Rockport.

Friday, February 28, 2014
9:00am to 10:15am at the Samoset Resort

February 28
MLA Annual Meeting, 9 am, Samoset Resort,
Rockport. FMI: 967-4555.
UPCOMING
March 14
Voices of the Sea, 7 p.m., Maine Maritime
Museum, Bath. FMI: 443-1316 ext. 325.
March 15
Voices of the Sea, 7 p.m., Gulf of Maine Research
Institute auditorium, Portland. FMI: 443-1316,
ext. 325.

Health Insurance Marketplace Application
Support, 6:30-8 p.m., Gardiner Adult Education
Center.

March 16 - March 18
Seafood Expo North America ( formerly Boston
Seafood Show), Boston Convention & Exhibition
Center. Maine Lobster Pavilion at Booth #2033.

February 11
Questions and Answers about the Affordable
Care Act, 6-8 p.m. Biddeford Rec Center, Rm 18A.

March 21-22
U.S./Canadian Lobster Town Meeting, the
Regency Hotel, Portland, ME. FMI: 581-1443.

February 14-15
Fishermen and Scientist Research Society
Annual Conference, Truro, Nova Scotia. FMI
www.fsrs.ns.ca.

March 26-27
Lobster Value Recover Summit, Halifax, NS.
March 31
Open enrollment
Marketplace ends.

for

Health

Insurance

NEXT MLMC MEETING ON FEB. 7
The next meeting of the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative Board of Directors will be on
February 7, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Rockland
Ferry Terminal in Rockland. The MLMC was
established in 2013, replacing the Maine
Lobster Promotion Council. The Collaborative
is funded by Maine lobster harvesters, dealers

and processors to provide for the effective
marketing and promotion of Maine lobster. For
more details or directions please contact the
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative via email
at info@lobsterfrommaine.com or telephone:
207.541.9310.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO TERMINATE
MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION
FINAL JUDGMENT
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association, Inc. (“MLA”), as
successor in interest to one of the original
defendants in the Final Judgment entered in
United States v. Maine Lobstermen’s Association
and Leslie Dyer, Antitrust & Trade Reg. Rep.
(BNA) ¶ 69,114; at 74,373 (Aug. 5, 1958), (the
“Final Judgment”), intends to petition the United
States District Court for the District of Maine to
enter an Order terminating the Final Judgment.
On October 15, 1957, the United States filed a
complaint alleging that the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association and its then-president Leslie Dyer
combined and conspired with each other and
with others, to fix and establish a minimum
selling price for live Maine lobsters sold to
lobster dealers, to refrain from catching lobsters
until such minimum price was obtained, and
to induce and compel all Maine lobstermen to
adhere to the terms of the conspiracy charged,
all in violation of the Section 1 of the Sherman
Act. After an indictment was returned but before
a trial on the merits, the United States District
Court for the District of Maine entered the Final

Judgment which permanently enjoined the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association or any of its members
from entering into or adhering to any agreement
or understanding to fix or maintain the price for
sale of live Maine lobsters, or to reduce, curtail
or limit the catch of live Maine lobsters. If the
Final Judgment is terminated, the MLA would
not be precluded from participating in ongoing
fisheries management measures and educational
outreach aimed at sustaining the Maine lobster
fishery. The MLA still would be subject to all
applicable antitrust laws.
Before determining whether it should join a
motion to terminate the Final Judgment, the
Antitrust Division of the U.S. Department of
Justice invites interested persons to provide the
Division with any information or comments
relevant to the proposed termination. Interested
persons may submit information or comments to
William Stallings, Chief, Transportation, Energy
& Agriculture Section, Antitrust Division, U.S.
Department of Justice, Suite 8000,450 Fifth Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20530.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF
MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION, INC.

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the members of
the Maine Lobstermen’s Association, Inc. will be held at the Samoset
Resort, Rockport, Maine, on Friday, February 28, 2014 at 9:00 in the
morning.
Dated at Damariscotta, Maine this 31st day of December, 2013.
MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION, INC.

&XUUHQW2IÀFHUV
David Cousens, President
Jim Dow, 1st Vice President
Arnold Gamage, Secretary/Treasurer
NOMINATIONS
See page 10 for nomination form.
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VOICES: TALES OF MAINE’S COASTAL COMMUNITIES
In this new series, Landings will publish stories of fishing along the coast of Maine. The
stories highlight the contrasts and similarities that faced fishermen yesterday as well
as today. We welcome your stories. Please contact Landings editor Melissa Waterman
if you would like to make a submission.
In the Maine Folklife Center lies a treasure
trove of the past: the stories of Maine and
the Maritime provinces. The Center, part
of the University of Maine, has been the
state’s main repository for folklore and oral
history for the past fifty years. Tucked in the
Center’s Northeast Archives of Folklore and
Oral History are more than 160 collections
of material containing photographs, slides,
audio recordings, and pages of printed
materials on everything from logging and
labor practices to manufacturing and
music. Numerous interviews were made
Sherm Stanley Jr. of
over the decades with Maine fishermen.
Monhegan. Photo courtesy of
We reproduce here an edited version of one
fromthebowseat.org.
interview, conducted with Sherm Stanley Jr.,
age 26, at his home on Monhegan Island, on
October 10, 1974. The interviewer is David Littleton-Taylor. Taylor received his B.A.
at the University of Maine and went on to become the Director of the Field School
for Cultural Documentation at the American Folklife Center in Washington, D.C.
David: Was your father a fisherman?
Sherm: Yeah, yeah, he was out fishin’ this mornin’.
David: When did you start fishing?
Sherm: Oh, when I was about ten years old, I guess. With a little outboard and
about ten traps. I just fooled around with ‘em in spring.
David: What do you like about lobster fishing?
Sherm: Nothing.
David: Nothing at all? (The two men laugh) What do you do it for?
Sherm: Just to make a living, I guess. Oh yeah, well, if you live on the water, I guess
you get attached to it, like anything else. I wouldn’t be comfortable doing anything
else.
David: Do you go by yourself, or do you have a man go out with you?
Sherm: No, I go by myself. My cousin goes with me just for the fun of it, sometimes,
but I go by myself most of the time.

David: What do you have for a boat?
Sherm: Ahh, a 35-foot wooden hull that was built over in Bremen [by Ernie Poland].
David: How much does it cost for a boat like that, if you’re going to have it built
these days?
Sherm: Gee, I don’t know, to tell you the truth, I never, I always wanted to check on
the price of those fiberglass ones, to get some idea. But, I know in Boothbay they
had a 36-foot one I was looking at a year ago and that was around twenty thousand.
That was with the engine, and some of the equipment in it. I don’t know, it must be
20, 25,000 for a 35, 36-foot one, all rigged up, at least.
David: What’s the average number of traps set around here, would you say?
Sherm: Nobody tells anyone (laughs). Oh I don’t know, probably 300, something
like that, 350. It’s a good number. I only got a couple a hundred, myself.
David: What do your expenses usually run you for one day, for gas, oil and bait?
Sherm: Oh boy, let me think. I burn about eighteen or twenty gallons a day so that’s
about nine bucks worth of gas. Let’s see, a couple of crates of bait, that’s another
twenty bucks, probably about twenty-five or thirty bucks a day, somethin’ like that.
David: Is there much exchange of information between fishermen, ideas about
what’s a good area and what’s not a good area?
Sherm: Well, pretty much so. Most of the guys, like myself, most of them’ll say, you
know, you like to find a place where you can just fish by yourself. Everybody goes
their own way. It’s easier, you know, if you, you can fish or string a trap or something
where there aren’t a lot of ‘em cause you’re not snarled up all the time. You don’t
have to worry about being mixed up with somebody. It just makes it easier.
David: What style of traps do you fish usually?
Sherm: Round ones.
David: I know there’s a pretty good mixture of round and square traps.
Sherm: Yeah, I got some of those wire ones too.
David: How do those fish?
Sherm: They fish pretty good. They’re light and easy to handle.
David: Easy to haul?
Sherm: Yeah. Get banged up pretty easy though.
David: Why do you think it is that people think fishermen are so independent that
they can’t get together on anything for the good of the fishery?
S: Oh boy, I don’t know, it’s, that’s a really difficult thing to answer. I don’t know,
they’re doing quite a lot now with these co-operatives, like in Boothbay and New
Harbor and Port Clyde and Stonington. They form these co-ops and they’re makin’
a lot of progress. I think it’s benefitting everyone. There’s just a few old stragglers,
you know, that won’t go along with it, but, you find that anywhere.

Garbo depends on the hardwork
and stewardship of Maine lobstermen.

Thank you !
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